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Buddhistic View of Fertilization, Abortion and Birth.

B &k E*
Baik, Kyoung Im
ABSTRACT

The purpose of this paper was the analysis of Buddhistic
views of fertilization, abortion and birth referred to in the
Code of Buddhism. The findings of my analysis of the allusions
of the Code are as follws.

1. Modern science holds the view that in fertiliaztion the sper-
matozoom and the ovum are the essential factors, while the
Buddhistic view is that here must be the entry of a reincar-
nated soul ( & & ; jung-yu) into fertilization.

2. In Buddhism, fertilization is regarded as the giving of a new
life and the receiving a life which consists of the sufferings,

both physical and mental in nature, of the individual to be
born.

3. Artificial abortion in any case is stictly prohibited because
it is regarded as taking life.

4. Birth per se is assumed to consist of suffering for both the
mother and the child itself. Therefore, these are analogous
to the perinatoloty of modern science.
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