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Abstract: The prevalence of antibody to Getah virus was serologically followed among those

horses in Korea, Blood samples were taken from 575 horses in February and 462 horses in Sept-

ember, 1985,

Overall percentage of horses with seropositive to Getah virus was 37% in February and 47%

in September. The data suggest that the Getah virus infection is endemic in Korea and the inc-

rease in prevalence may be associated with the seasonal activity of arthropod vectors.

This ent-

ails preventive precautions of the horses against this viral infection before the entry into Korea.
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Table 1. Seasonal Prevalence of Antibodies to Getah Virus

o Age February September
roup (vears) No. tested No. sero- No. tested No. sero-

- positives (%) . positives (%)

K. H. A A, <3 — - 22 6
3~6 100 29 (33) 153 47 (34)

7~10 26 12 23 14

>10 - — 2 1

K.E.F <3 1 1 — —

3~6 34 18 (36) — -

7~10 144 53 - —

>10 109 32 — —

Jeju ponies <3 38 4 82 26
3~6 21 13 (42) 96 60 (57)

7~10 76 M 72 56

>10 26 16 12 8
Total 575 212 (37) - 462 218 47

K.H. A. A.: Korean Horse Affairs Association
K.E.F.: Korean Equestrian Federation
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Fig.1. Seasonal distribution of antibody titres to Getah virus,

(T : February ISR : September)

Table 2. Local Distribution Seropositives in Horses

to Getah Virus*

Area No. tested No. seropositives

Seoul and

Gyeonggi 337 113
Gyeongbuk 17 8
Gyeongnam 21 6
Jeonnam 13 6
Jeonbug 15 6
Choongnam 11 6
Jeju 161 67
Total 575 212

*Serum samples were taken in February 1985,
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