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Abstract

"A Study on Hebrews Clothing in the 0ld Testament"
-Especially on Hair Styles, Headgears, Footwear and

Personal Ornaments-
by Park Chan Boo

The 0ld Testament cotains mention of the history of creation
and clothing in ancient Hebrew. This study dealt with Hebrew
dress customs especlally aimed at the manners of their hair styles,
headgears, footwear and personal ornaments. Referances are Korean
Revised Version, English King James Version and Revised Standard
Version.

There is little mention of hair styles and headgears in the 01ld
Testament. Some sort of turban was worn by priests, and soldiers
protected themselves with helmets, but most Israelitish men went

barecheaded except on special occasions and often wear simple headbands.
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It was more common for women to use headwear of some typé-turbans,
scarves, and veils concealing the face. The veil was the distinctive
female wearing apparel. All females, with the exception of maidservants
and women in a low condition of life, wore a veil. It was the custom
for women to wear a veil entirely covering their head in the public.
Through most of the 0ld Testament periods long and thick hair was :
admired on men and women alike. The Hebrews were proud to have tﬁick
and abundant long hair, and they gave much attention to the care of
their hair. The caring of hair was deeply related to their ritualgi
Nazirites never took a razor to their hair during his vow-days, but
instead let it grow long, as an offering to God. Men would not cut
their beards, but allow them to grow long.

The Israelites' standard footwear was a pair of simple leather sandals.
This was one of the items of clothing not highly prized. 1In a collo-
quial saying of the time, a pair of shoes signified something of small
value, and to be barefoot except in times of mourning or on holy place,
was a sign either of extreme poverty or humiliation, as in the case

of war prisoners.

Because precious stones were not mined in the Palestine-Syria

region, Hebrews imported them from foreign country. They were
consumer-to a large degree limited by their very modest standard

of living-but not producers. Hebrews liked the precious stones

and were motivated to acquire and wear jewels. Besides their use

for adornment and as gifts, the precious or semipreclious stones

were regarded by Jews of property. The Hebrews were not innovators

in the field of decorative arts. The prohibition of the Law against
making any ''graven image' precluded the development of painting,
sculpture, and other forms of representational art.

Jewish men did not indulge in extravagances of dress, and there

was little ornamentation among them. Men wore a signet ring on

their right hand or sometimes suspended by a cord or chain around

the neck. The necklaces, when worn by a male, also bore any symbol
of his authority. Bracelets were extremely popular with both men

and women, men usually preferring to wear them on their upper arms.
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The girdle was a very useful part of a man's clothing. It was used

as a waist belt, or used to fasten a man's sword tb his body, or
‘served as a pouch in which to keep money and other things. Men often
carried a cane or staff, which would be ornamented at the top.

Among the women there was more apt to be ornamentation than among

the men. Hebrew women liked to deck themselves with jewels, and
ornamentation of the bride were specially luxurious and numerous.

They wore rings on their fingers or on toes, ankle rings, earrings,
nosering, necklace,bracelets. Their shapes were of cresent, waterdrops,
scarab, insect, animal or plant. : Sometimes those were used as amulets.
They were made of ceramics, gold, silver, bronze, iron, and various
precious stones which were mostly imported from Egypt and Sinai

peninsular.

Hebrews were given many religious regulations by Moses Law on their
hair, headgears, sandals and ornamentation. Their clothing were deeply
related with their customs especially with their religions and rituals.
Hebrew religion was of monotheism and of revealed religion. Their
religious leaders, the prophets who was inspired by God might need such

many religious regulations to lead the idol oriented people to God

through them.



