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< Abstract>

This study is intended to develop a scale to measure familism.

Construction of this scale is based on a sample of 448 married males and females
living in Seoul.

This scale to measure familism is developed by employing a type of item analysis
method called correlation analysis. 13 items are selected by correlation analysis,
and these are found statistically significant even by analysis based on the criterion
of internal consistency.

Validity of this scale is evidenced by logical validation, jury opinion and indepen-
dent criteria.

Reliability estimate assessed by Cronbach’s alpha coefficient is .759.

This scale comprises the following 4 aspects of familism:

1) Support for filial piety and ancestor worship.

2) Integration of individual activities into family ones for achievement of family
objectives.

3) Obligation to support individual family members and give them financial assi-
stance when needed, on the assumption that properties such as land, money, etc.
belong to family.

4) Mutual aid in psychological and social aspects between parents and married
children, and married children and their married siblings.

It is concluded that this familism scale represents an improvement on other meas-
ure of familism, but that a number of methodological issues remain to be further
studied.
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