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Summary

In the light of real situation of Korean timber resources, it is no wonder that Korean economy
depends on a lot of imported timber, however, we only need to draw attention how have they kept the
balance of payment in the field of forest products trade for the last few decades, until the second oil
crisis in 1979.

Afterwards, the gap between imports and exports of forest products in terms of value has been
widened so far, on account of various reasons inside and outside.

However, according to national economic policy to drive more active exportation, new policy and
strategy to expend world market of forest products urgently expectable in order to shorten the gap
hetween imports and exports of forest products in the future.

On the other hand, the current timber importation policy should be reconsidered, not only to
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support optimum domestic timber price level so as to compensate timber producers’ cost but also to

make suitable economic environment to induce new investments in the field of private forestry sector.

Key words: forest products trade, Korean timber resources. current timber importation policy.
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Fig.l. Forest products import and export
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Source :Forestry Adminisiration of

Korea.
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Table 1. Trends of degree of dependence
upon foreign trade (%) b

1960 | 1970 | 1980 | 1983

All free world | 207 235 392 :
u s A 7.3 8.7 184 14.4

JAPAN 205 186 263 23.6
E C 320 367 500 50.7
NICS* 294 245 433 49.7

+ ROK, Taiwan, Hong Kong, Singapore,

Brazil, Mexico

Source : Economic Planning Board, R.O K.
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Table 2. Growth rates in GDP and tradel%i

1960~11974~|1985~
19731 1984 2000

ke, RAVEE SRS

Elasticity of world trade
growth to i1ts GDP 1.6 1.8 1.8
growth

World trade growth rate 8.2 53 1.8

Asia pacific region )
paciiie reg 91 84 8-9%

is)

*
trade growth rate

* ROK, Taiwan, Hong Kong, 5 Asian member
countries,

Source : Economic Planning Boad, R.O.K.,
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Table 3. Forest products export'’ (in thousand US dollars)
J— , : : - ' -
| . |t Oak | Pine |, | oy
i Plywood | Timber f“";’d ts: \Sai:;r Stone | mush- mush- (’k:i;; E otlh}:rs Total
pProducts : R
o & ! room,; room |
1862 2.973 128 375 3,476
83 5,782 224 259 7,265
64 12,680 38 542 528 13,658
65 14,055 11 26 1458 309 20,659

66 30,683 144 1973
57 | 41,404 99 56 1678
58 . 67,408 50 261 2363
89 81,758 231 1.313

1970 | 102396 347 L1149
7L 138724 891  4.383
72 1762356 4506 6,914
T3 286439 27542 16,050 6
T4 188688 98522 19,0 11,702
75 228754 18403 8835 12120
8 347,589 38.407 3

7 389003 54431

T8 411954 79801

79| 447,928 115308

1980 | 352,199 §2.262
81 191,645 48483

82 | 201,126 35439

83 | 109857 16,230

84 56,579 26039

25 39,207 20,546

342
383

4,530
9,135
9037

85857

=y
}U, e

76 ie
412 21
605 22
788 24

1.244 20
3,251 15

10,385 25084
28,013 Ssni4

LYY
31,421

33,490
44,204
71,567

87.541

Source ¢ Forestry Administration, R.O.K.
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Table 4. Timber imports by countries®’ {in thousand US dollars,
I South-east Asian logs | Softwoods Th
e .
Indon- 1y p1ovsial PRI 1o N6 (Subtoral |US A | Y [Chile |Subtotal |others | 12!
esia ppines Zealand

1965 - 16800 7.534 - 24,334 720 460 - 1,180 480 25,994
66 - 21,549 11,846 33395 27975 1,273 - 4,048 833 38,276
67 - 31,591 15629 47,220 4,969 1,963 - 6,932 584 54,736
€8 1,813 421856 13,522 57,530 12,179 2.881 - 15020 1.616 74,206
69 6414 51,690 32,672 v0,176 5,696 2.497 8,193 1,396 99,765
19701 19457 59,923 33,152 112,532 9,549 2,227 - 11,776 1,143 125,451
71| 42,638 59418 40,012 142,068 14,032 2,450 - 16,482 2445 160,995
721 57,929 45903 13,770 117,602 10,543 1.633 - 12176 1,485 131,233
73 1131,838 94,388 20,519 246,745 30,689 2,946 - 33,635 3,210 283,590
T4 1154,755 92,121 11,656 - 258432 48,187 1,192 ~ 49379 4,761 312,572
750142253 81,561 12,587 - 236401 30624 - 30,624 2.165 269,190
761227834 118277 5,576 - 351,687 53779 3.715 57,494 6.117 415,298
771315237 108341 1,727 - 424305 85,436 3,433 - 92,869 6,021 524,195
78 1358,091 105,846 2,612 - 466,449 125903 6,102 29,321 161,326 14,962 642,737
79 1441,145 333,396 6,761 10,523 791825 129,530 15498 34,901 179929 367771008531
1980 | 284,462 351,178 11087 13,286 660.013 134,085 19,556 24,583 178224 19.991 858,228
811 63.930 385387 18,907 27423 495647 104,537 - 21,302 125839 13,148 634635
21 13,170 363,017 31,394 43,590 451,171 122417 - 19,903 142320 14,196 607,687
83| 28548 288005 30373 41,536 388,552 150,518 5,604 14,797 171,008 28279 587340
841 14,653 239,446 23,695 74,035 351,827 143,718 8,341 17,343 169403 45396 566,625
85 1,312 203,988 6,622 69,075 280,997 141,907 6,096 28564 176,567 21,792 479356

Source : Forestry Administration R.O.K.
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