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Population Migrations of Ancient Korea

Abstract

Human history has been dotted with migrations
and one of the most unique characteristics of
mankind is mobility. And migrations caused
human-geographical changes beyond the simple
population changes in the related areas.

In this research, cases of migrations shown
in Samguksagi are grouped according to their
causes, forms, and their effects. In addition,
their structural relations with physical-geogra-
phical elements which played important parts
in determining the quantities, and the directions
of migrations are analyzed.

Mountain areas such as high mountains and
plateaus have markedly limited the quantities
and the directions of ancient migrations which
had strong tendencies to flow along with the
line that had the least resistance by the environ-
mental forces, and this fact is proved by the
similarities among the prehistoric remanis found
in Dongsamdong of Busan and Nanam, Musan
of Hamgyeongbukdo, and by that Sinra fell
behind in accepting the Iron Age Civilization
in comparison with Goguryeo, Baekje, and Yeong
dong, Hamgyeongdo areas with Pyeongando
area.

Nevertheless, the passes and the valleys conta-
ined in mountain area, and the lowlands which
lie between the mountain and the coast have
lightened the restrictions of mountain areas

upon migrations. Territorial extension of Sinra

Sang-Joon Nam#*

throughcoastal passages, the distribution of ex-
cavation areas of Myeongdojeon, and the inva-
sions of Malgal tribe upon Baekje by taking
advantage of Chugaryeong tectonic valley are
good examples.

By means of monsoon, islands, ocean currents,
and straits, the seas have exerted influences on
migrations.

Monsoon which aided Sinra in trading with
China, the Donghan current which helped people
to move to Japan, and the Myoho islands, the
Daemado island, and the Ilgi island situated in
the straits must have remarkably contributed to
the migrations of sailboat navigation period.

Population distribution was led to the coast,
and rivers functioned as passages in penetrating
into inlands. It seems that the settlement distri-
bution of prehistoric age and the commonness of
location of the ancient major settlements cen-
tralized on the riversides and along the coast
are results of the migration-inducement values
of rivers and coasts that acted as inertia.

Ancient Korea had four types of migration
of W. Petersen’s typology.

Primitive migration was due to the lack of
capacity to cope with the forces of nature.
Various forms of changes in the climate (wea-
ther) often compelled with ecological pressures
the inhabitants of ancient Korean Peninsula
whose main industry was agriculture to migrate.

Political and social fluctuations which occured
in the courses of formation, development, and

downfall of nations since Gojoseon impelled a
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multitude of population to drift. Migration of
Yeoggyegyeong, and the crowds who followed
him to Jinguk, national foundation tales of
Goguryeo and Baekje, and migrations of the
remnants of Gojoseon to Sinra were examples.

Forced migration took the form of holding
captives, forcing people to migrate to certain
areas for the purpose of exploitation, coercing
captives, criminals, and traitors into migrating,
and dispersion. This type of migration had
examples such as exploitation of the mnorth of
Yeseong river at the later half of the Unified
Sinra, transfer of the captial to Pyeongyang by
King Jangsu, and all kinds of colonizations after
fortifications.

Forced migration of captives, rebel groups,
naturalized people caused the origin of Hyang,
So, and Bugok. The policy of dispersion of ari-
stocrats and powerful families of capital into
provinces was executed with the intention of
stabilizing the state system, in addition we can
place in this category, guards over king's
shrines, looking after the tombs of the nobles,
and et cetera.

Forced migration were important factors in the

process of history of ancient Korean Peninuula.

An absolute factor of free migration is the
individual’s will, and the significance of free
migration lie in the faculty of supplying the
following migrants with informations, mental
and material supports.

One of the most important exogenous motives
of free migration was a breakdown of the stru-
cture of their societies, and the motives was
perceived with the intensity modified according
to the individual perceptions and beliefs.

The breakdown of the social fabric at the
later half of the Unified Sinra brought about a
phenomenon of population turbulence, therefore
formed a background of most of the free migra-
tion, and this was furthered by the vulnerability
of Gyeongju, from a politico-geographical point
of view.

Free migrations across the seas were prominent
from Baekje to Japan, Unified Sinra to China,
in connection with psychological distance on
mental map of the people of Korean Peninsula
at that time, and with social distance. And the
free migrations were occured under the interation
between introduction of art, science, religion,

technology, and development of trade.



