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—ABSTRACT—

A Pilot Study of Maternal Attachment Behavior
During the Third and Fourch Stages of Labor

Sim, Mi Jung

This pilot study explored Korean cultural variation in the process of maternal-infant atta-
chment during the thivd and forth stages of labor. '
The sample consisted of 11 mothers and their infants who were observed in the deiivery
room immediately upon birth during 45 minutes of initial contact in their hospital room(roo-
ming-in plan). .
Data was collected from Feb. 2 to 20, 1984 at a private obsteirical hospital in Kwang Ju
city.
The results are as follows;
1. Immediately upon delivery, there is significant difference in the mothers’ responses
according to their infant’s sex, positive reaction to boys and negative reaction to girls.
2, The maternal behaviors which occured most frequently were;
1) talking to mother-in law and husband about babt’s appearance (verbal communicat-
ion)
2) looking at baby (visual contact)
3) talking to mother-in-low and husband about infant’s sex and her delivery experience
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