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An Epidemiological Study on Traffic Accidents

Dong-Chul Park, M.D., Dong-Joon Lew, M.D.

Department of Preventive Medicine, School of Medicine, Kyung Hee University, Seoul, Korea.

A retrospective study has been made of 170,026 cases of motor vehicle accidents which had been
reported to the National Police Headquarters of Republic of Korea, 1983.

Also a study has been made of 264 cases of road traffic casualties who were treated at the
Eul-ji General Hospital from Jan. 1, 1983 to Dec. 31, 1983. This study was conducted to find
out the nature and pattern of the traffic accidents from the clinical and epidemiological view points.
In additions, the modes of injury from the road accidents were persued which might help to reduce
the traffic accident rate. ‘ .

The results of the study were summarized as follows;

1. In this study, the highest incidence was in the age group between» 21~30 years (21.29%).
And the age group of highest death rate was under 10 years (7.28%).

2. In the comparison of sexual differences, male was dominated in accidents number and death
rate. (Casualty rate; 61.66%).

3. In the comparison of each hour differences, the accident was mostly occured during afternoon
from 16 : 00 to 18 : 00 (12.23%).

4. The most common day of week was Sunday (14.74%).

5. The most common season of year was Autumn (27.92%).

6. In the comparison of occupational differences, the high incidences were showed in labor men
(31.06%) and business men (12.12%).

7. In the comparison of accidental vehicles, the most common vehicle were cars and the next were
trucks and buses.

8. The most common mechanism of accidents was collision (57.41%).

9, In the comparison of clinical Aifferences, orthopaedic and neurosurgical injuries were most
common types of the hospitalized casualties.

10. In the comparison of anatomical fracture sites, the most common site was tibia (15.81%) and
the next site was femur (12.56%).
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