Kot REasE £UTE SR
Vol. 17, No. l, March, 1984

— Abstract ~

Tuberculous Chest Wall Abscess

Kyu Seok Cho, M.D.* and Sei Young Yoo, M.D.

We have experienced 30 patients of tuberculous chest wall abscess which was surgically treated at

Kyung Hee University hospital during 6 years from Jan, 1978 to Dec, 1983.

We analyse 30 cases of clinical findings and surgically treated, and 20 cases of chest X-rays are avail-

able,
The results of this sturdy are as follows:
1. Sex ratio; Male: Female = 1:1,72,

2. Chief complaints are fluctuated mass with or without tenderness or pain and pus from wound.

3. Out of 20 cases of chest x-rays revealed 8 cases of osteolytic lesion, 11 cases of soft tissue swelling,

5 cases of pleural changes and 4 cases of negative findings.

4. We resected partially 43 ribs of 30 patients (average: 1.43 resected) in tuberculous chest wall abscess.

5. Operative methods of tuberculous chest wall abscess were partial resection of destructed or denuded

periosteum of ribs and curettage of its surrounding tissues in operative field.
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Table 1, Sex and Age Distribution,
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Age Male Female Total Table 4. Duration
0-9 3 1 4 Duration Cases
— 1 2
10-19 11 5 16 — 1 month 8
20-29 1 1 month- 6 months 14
30-39 3 3 6 6 months-12 months 3
60— 1 2 1 year — 2 years 3
Total 19 11 30 2 year — 21)
Eo] 7o] AW o7} 2F 140, FFo) ANQ A7t Table 5. Chest x-ray findings (20/30)
11l g on] Hemel MEpaRe] 5990 =h (Table 2).
Types lesion Cases
Table 2, Chief Complaints 1) Bone lesion 8
Chief complaints Cases Lytic.............ccc0...... 8
2) Soft tissue swelling 11
Swelling 25 l.only..................... 3
withtender . .. ................. 14 2. +pleuralchanges . ............ 2
withouttender . . ................ 11 3. + pul. Tuberculosis +Pleural changes . .1
Pus from wound 5 4.+ Pul, tuberculosis. . . .......... 1
5
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Table 3. Sites
Site Cases
Right 20
Anterior . . . . ... ... ... ... .. .. .. 14Q1)
Posterior. . . ................... 1
Lateral . . .. .. ... .............. 5(1)
Left 10
Anterfor . . . . ... ... ... .. ... ... 7(1)
Posterior. . . .. ................. 0
Lateral . . . .. .. ................ 3
( ) ; recurrence.
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. + Bone lesion
6. + Localized hazy increased density . . .1

3) Pleural changes 2
Only . ...... ... ... 2

4) Pul. tuberculosis 2
Only ... .........00 i, 2

5) No positive findings 4

*; 1) overlap
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Fig. 1.

Chest P-A Findings; (Right 2nd & 3rd rib; O
steolytic lesion and Blunted Right costophrenic
angle)

Table 6. Operative Methods

Table 7. Distribution of partial resected ribs

Operative methods Cases
Partial resectionofribsonly . . .......... 2
Partial resection of ribs & Curettage . . ... ... 21(1)
Incision & Drainage & Curettage . ... ....... 5(2)
Partial resection of ribs, 5

Curettage & Decortication

( ) ; recurrence
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Rib number Right Left Total
1st 1 0 1
2nd 3 1 4
3rd 1 2 3
4th 1 1 2
Sth 2 2 4
6th 6 2 8
7th 7 1 8
8th 5 1 6
9th 2 2 4

10th 0 2 2

11th 0 1 1

12th 0 0 0

Total 28 15 43
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