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Landscape Change of the Youngnam-ro

Summary

The Youngnam-ro has been studied in this
paper as a means of understanding an impor-
tant phase of the Korean civilization. This
study included the cultural history and roadside
landscape both physical and cultural. Archives,
old maps, modern topographic sheets, and Ko-
rean classics have been examined as data for
the reconstruction of the Youngnam-ro in the
past. Fieldwork further documented traces of
the ancient route.

The key factors for the reconstruction of the
past were physical setting, administration, poli-
tical ideology, social tradition, and economic
activity. Such elements as contemporary physi-
cal and cultural landscape, and relics served as
documentary records for the reconstructions.

The impact of human occupation in a specific
region is reflected in the landscape. The con-
temporary landscape is a product of a cultural
succession of occupancy. Roads are key factors
to the understanding of the physical and cultur-
al landscapes. The reconstruction of the stages
of the Youngnam-ro can be achieved by inves-
tigating the landscape itself. Four aspects of
the landscape changes along the Youngnam-ro
were examined: landforms, vegetation, road
markers, and landuse patterns.

From a bird’s eye perspective, a long strip
of disturbed soil often indicates the location of
a former road. In the Youngnam-ro zone,

natural vegetation was almost completely remov-

Young-joon Choe*

ed by fire, lumbering, and agricultural activi-
ties over a period of several thousand years.
Although the abandoned roads have been re-
forested, the evidence of soil erosion whether
past or contemporary can still be identified in
rugged areas.

Large construction works undertaken along
the Youngnam-ro also led to landform changes.
For instance, the backswamps of the Han and
Naktong basins were reclaimed and the dikes used
as roadbeds for the Youngnam-ro. The tradition
of intensive land use, which influenced the de-
velopment of today’s horticulture and cash-crop
farming, can be recognized along the Youngnam-
ro. In many areas mountain slopes were used
as cash-crop fields, orchards, and mulberry plan-
tations. Large markets along the Youngnam-ro
promoted intensive farming.

The surviving materials, such as roadside
trees, road signs, stone monuments, shrines,
and the remains of temples and fortifications,
are indicators of landscape changes and clues
to the traditions of the people who constructed
them. Some road markers, monuments and
shrines were destroyed because of their pagan
connotations to Christians and for cultural li-
quidation purposes by the Japanese.

The impacts of new technology and modern
transport systems have also been very signifi-
cant. Because of the accelerated rhythm of
technological changes, these events altered the
landscape along the Youngnam-ro zone in posi-
tive, but also in negative ways for more than

several thousand years of premodern history.

Geography, Korean Geographical Society, No. 28, pp. 1-17, 1983.
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The older roads, however, have remained per-
sist for a long time in specific areas. Geomancy,
folk religion, Confucianism, and cultural chau-
vinism of the native people in the Youngnam-
ro zone contributed to the preservation of
specific road locations and roadside landscapes.

A Roadside landscape often reflects the poli-
tical situation of a society. The quality of
the road does not signify the appearance,

but rather good management. Korean society
during the heyday of a dynasty was highly
mobile. When the Youngnam-ro was well
maintained and its landscape was well harmo-
nized, Korean society prospered, while when
the Youngnam-ro was poorly managed and its
landscape went into dilapidation, Korean society
was disorganized and confronted with external
threats.



