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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to analyze the factorial structure of the criteria on clothing
selection.

Data were obtained from 219 housewives in Seoul.

95 likert type questions were selected from the existing questionnaires and from the open-
end questions. The items were analyzed for discriminating power, followed by the factor
analysis.

57 items were subjected to the principal component analysis with orthogonal rotation after
extraction of 5 major factors.

47 items were found to be significantly loaded to at least one of the five factors.

The factors had the following characteristics:

Factor 1. The persons scoring high on this factor would invest time and energy in their
clothes to achieve their image and individuality. They were interested in clothes, appearance
and fashion.

Factor . The persons scoring high on this factor were more concerned about the practi-
cality of clothing, such as ease-of-care, comfort, texture and quality of fabric. They would
not select the clothes which soiled easily and would not perform as expected.

Factor J|. High scores on this factor were associated with the eagerness to get the cloth-
ing value for the money. They would make a long plan to buy an expensive clothing and
choose a unique clothing regardless of fashion.

Faclor [y. A high score on this factor was suggestive of modesty. They were willing to
buy inconspicuous clothes, such as dark or muted colors, small prints and conservative styles.

Factor V. High scores on this factor were characterized by the desire for conformity and
approval of their friends.

This result may be used to develop an instrument to measure the criteria on clothing selec-

tion of consumer.
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