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SUMMARY

The aim of this paper is to analyse difficulties of the pronun-—
ciation in swedish vowels encountered by Koreans learners and to seek
solutions in order to correct the possible errors. In the course
of the analysis the swedish and Korean vowels in question are compared
with the purpose of describing differences and similarities between
these two systems. This contrastive description is largely based
on the students” articulatory speech level and the writer®s audi-
tory judgement.

The following points are discussed:

1) Vowel length as a distinctive feature in Swedish compared with
that of Korean.

2) A special attention is paid on the Swedish vowel [w:] that is
characterized by its peculiar type of lip -rounding.

3) The six pairs of Swedish vowels that are phonologically contrastive
but difficult for Koreans to distinguish one from the other:
[y:] ~[w:) ,0di:)~ [y:l, fe:l~ [4:], [w:]~ [u:]
[wi] ~[8] ,[6] ~ [u]

4) The r-colored vowel in the case of the postvocalic /r/ that is
very common in American English is not allowed in English sound
sequences. The r-colored vowel in the American English pattern
has to be broken up and replaced bi-segmental vowel-consonant
sequences. Korean accustomed to the American pronunciation are
varned in this respect. For a more distinct articulation of the
postvocalie /r/ trill [r] is preferred to fricative [7] .

5) The front vowels [e, €, 8] become opener variants [ & ,,q@]before
/ r/ or supradentals.

The results of the analysis show that difficulties of the
pronunciation of the target language ( Swedish)are mostly due to
theinterference from the learner”s source language (Korean ).
However, the learner sometimes tends to get interference also from
the other foreign language with which he or she is already familiar
when he or she finds in that language more similarity to the target
language than in his or her own mother tongue. Hence this foreign
language (American English) in this case functions as a second
language for Koreans in learning Swedish.



