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Table 1. Demographic Changes and Population Density, 1925-1980

Population Population Population density
Year (1, 006 persons, Birth rate increase rate (%) (per./km?)

1925 19, 523 - - 88.4
1930 21,058 45.4 L5 95.3
1935 22, 899 45.3 L7 103. 6
1940 24, 326 43.5 1.2 110. 1
1944 25, 870 410 1.8 117.1
1949 20, 167 39.2 - 205. 1
1955 21, 502 40.0 L1 218.4
1960 25,012 43.0 3.0 254.1
1966 29, 436 37.0 2.5 298. 9
1970 32,241 32.1 2.2 327. 4
1975 35, 281 27.6 1.7 357. 1
1976 35, 860 24.0 1.6 362.9
1977 36,743 24.0 1.6 3719
1978 37,019 23.7 1.58 375

1980 38, 124 23.4 1.57 385

PEL DRI A B PEEL R 2R, R R 2 1980, p. 38.
RIS b fRA0 (el Wi, 1981
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Table 2. Changes of Population Composition by Functional Age Groups

Year Total 0~14 15~64 65+
1949 100. 0 417 55.1 3.2
1955 100. 0 . 41.2 55.5 3.3
1960 100.0 40.6 55.6 3.8
1965 100.0 43.5 53.2 33
1970 100.0 42.1 54.6 33
1975 100. 0 38.1 58.4 3.5
1980 100.0 34.0 62.2 3.8

PiRE D R BIBEFER R BAHEICE, 1981
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Table 3. Population Projection

FL PR B o4

o]

E

1o] = AL 7ls)= <3 1985

BIiz80 ok

Unit: 1,000 persons

Year po:)::;ilion Birth Death Emigration mzoe‘z:t;:?‘

1980 38, 123 892 257 36 15.7
(23. 4) 6. 7) (1.0)

1981 38,723 906 256 42 15.7
(23. 4) (6.6) (1 1)

1982 39, 331 918 254 44 15. 8
‘ (23.3) 6. 5) (L1

1983 39. 951 927 253 46 15.7
(23.2) (6. 3) (1.2)

1984 40,578 931 252 49 15.5
(23.0) (6. 2) (1.2)

1985 41, 209 931 251 50 15. 3
(23.6) 6. 1) (1.2)

1986 41,839 923 250 50 14.9
(22. 1) 6.0) (1.2)

1990 44, 261 893 249 50 13. 4
(20.2) (5. 6) LD

2000 50, 066 847 298 50 10.0
(16.9) (6.0) (1.0)

PERE D RRIFEASIDL RIMA S 1981 Note: ( )is proportion per 1,000 population.
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Figure 1. Future Population Growth and Prospective
Year of Zero-Population Growth
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{ Abstract)
Population Change and Future Direction
of Population Policy in Korea

Sea Baick Lee

Professor;, School of Public Health, Seoul National University

The Korean Population Control program has been implementing under the juri-
sdiction of the Ministry of Health and Social Affairs through an existing network
of health centers. This arrangement was successful in bringing population growth
down to targeted level by the end of the Fourth Five Year Economic Planning, 1981.

It is expected, however, that future goal will be harder to reach due to difficul-
ty of reducing traditional family size norms further and to the projected increa-
sing the number of eligible couples as the past Korean war baby boom generation
enters the reproductive activity in the next few years.

The recognition of the need for modification of population policy is increasing.
The 1980 census shows that the total number of population reached approximately
38.5 million with 1.57 per cent of the growth rate. It was projected that the size
of Korean Population will reach around 42 million and 51 million in 1986 and 2000
respectively. Furthermore, there is some argument as to whether decline in the
birth rate in Korea is too slow to meet government target. Hence, a new develop-
ment of population policy and greatly increased amount of effort will be need-
ed in order to achieve Zero Population Growth Rate before the year 2050.

The development of future national population policy and its related area are
recommended as follow:

1. It is highly recommended that the population planning law governing both vital
events of birth and death and population migration should be legislated.

2. The National Population Policy Council, Chaired by Deputy Prime Minister
should be activated to implement and coordinate population program within
ministries.

3. Responsible organization of population and family planning program should be
established as a Bureau unit at central government level.

4. For the improvement of national vital registration , an existing system should

be studied and developed.



