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=ABSTRACT=

A Study on Safe use of Pesticides and
Pesticidal Poisoning Among the Korean
Farmers

Taek Ku Yi

School of Public Healtkh, Seoul National University

This study was conducted with 478 farm
households located in Pyongtaek Gun of Gy-
onggi Do, Chongju City and Chongwon Gun
of Chung Buk Do,
Gangwon Do for the period of 10, September
through 20, October 1980.

It dealt with general features of the far-

and Hongchon Gun of

mhouseholds, their practices of handling and

using pescides, and relationship between safe

use of pesticides and poisoning experiences.

The results of the study are summarized as

follows:

1. Of the total, 63.2% purchased pesticides
mainly through the Agricultural Coops,
and 95.4% transported them home separa-
tely from other goods.

2. Pesticides were sold contained mainly in
glass bottles and paper bags.

3. Most of the respodents (87.5%) stored
pesticides in sheds, warehouses and boxes.

4. Mixing containers and measuring tools
were not used by the majority of the group
studied. This indicates that there exist
serious problems of safety and accuracy

with regard to use of pesticides.

5. As to pesticide protective devices, gloves,
respirators, goggles and boots were not
used in general. Even in case of using them,
their quality was not satisfactory.

6. Among the interviewees, 4.2% did not
read pesticide label, 33.9% did not wash
immediately when pesticide was spilled on
the skin, 48.49% did not care the wind
direction during pesticide application, and
17.0% did not wash hands when smoking
a cigarette while pesticide is being handled.

7. Of the total, 40.4% were found to harvest
vegetables within 10 days from the date of
pesticide application, which indicates their
unawareness of possible hazards by pesti-
cide residues.

8. Empty pesticide containers or bags were
not properly disposed of by majority of the
respondents. Furthermore, impacts on the
environment by the misuse or abuse of
pesticides were not understood by 67.6%.

9. Of the interviewees, 48.7% were found to
have not reseived instructions on safe use
of pesticides.

10. The rate of pesticidal poisoning experie-
nce was about 28.0% if minor symptoms
excluded, and it rose to about 44.0% if
included. Meanwhile, the rate of pesticidal
poisoning tends to increase with the size
of farm.

11. The study failed to show a statistically
significant relationship between the rate of
pesticidal poisoning and use of mixing con-
tainer and/or measuring tools. However,
use of gloves showed a statistical signific-
ance on the rate of pesticidal poisoning.

12. Among the poisoned cases, 19.0% were
cared for in either hospitals or clinics.





