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Socio-Economic Variables and Attitudes of Forest Owners

toward Cooperative Management™'
Eung Hyouk Cho*?

Total 183 private forest owners in Chungnam-Do were surveyed in order to analyze the attitudes to-
ward cooperative forest management and to find out the relationship of the attitudes with such socio-
economic variables as owners’ socio-economic status(SES), age and educational level.

Major findings of the study are summarized as follows:-

1. Only 17.5 percent of the owners regards the cooperative management as a desirable alternative
for the management of private forests. Significant difference of their attitudes is recognized only among
the classes of the educational level

2. About one-third of the owners wishes to participate to a cooperative, if established. The owners’
intention of participating is positively related to the degree of S.E.S. and educational level, but negatively
associated with that of age variable, and thedifferences among the classes of all variables are significant
at the (.01 or 0.05 levels.

3. More than half of the owners desires to have limited cooperatives, in which the members themsel-
ves manage their forest land with some management aspects being handled by the cooperative such as
procurement of seedlings, protection measures, and marketing. The difference of responses among the
classes of educational level is significant ai the 0.01 level.

4. The owners, who agree with the idea of voluntary membership in the cooperative, dre about 45
percent of the total. Significant difference is found only among the classes of the S.E. S. variable.

5. Nearly 60 percent of the owners wants to have self-help cooperative organizations. Significant di-

fference of rerponses is recognized only among the classes of the age variable.
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Tab.1. Number of owners surveyed by socio-economic variable

S.E.S. Age Educational level
No. of No. of No. of
Score Score Score
owner owner owner
0-3 37 - 49 72 0- 6 73
4 -6 83 50~59 60 7-12 69
7 -10 63 60— 51 13- 41
Total 183 - 183 - 183
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Tab. 2. Organizational alternatives for the management
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of private porest{(%)

S. E. S. Age Educational
Item Total
0-314-6|7-10] —49 |50-59| 60- -6 7-121 13-

By individual owner 61.2 | 64.9 65.1 54.0 66.7 58.3 56. 9 69.9 62.3 43.9

By public agency 12.6 | 10.8 12.0 14.3 5. 16.7 17.6 12.3 15.9 7.3

Through cooperatives | 17.5 | 13.5 15.7 22.2 22.2 18.3 9.8 6.8 17.4 36.6

Don’t know 8.7 10.8 7.2 9.5 5.5 6.7 15.7 11.0 4.4 12.2

Chi-square (df= 6 ) 2.82 11.85 20. 20**

* % . p<0.01
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Tab.3. Owners’ opinion on joining cooperatives as a member (%)

S.E.S. t Age Educational
[tem Total ,
0-3 4—6{"—10 -49 | 50-59| 60— -6 7~ 3-
0.5 7 : 121 13
Yes 40.5| 66.3 66.7 75.0 58.3 47.1 58.9 59.4 70.7 61.8
No 40.5 | 28.9 30.1 22.2 33.3 41.2 27.4 37.7 26. 8 31.1
Dor’ t know 19.0 4.8 3.2 2.8 8.4 11.7 13.7 2.9 2.5 7.1
Chi-square(df =4 ) 13. 63** 11. 09* 9.68*
* D p<0.05, *% p<0.01
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Tab.4. The type of cooperative organization (%)

O T BT AE R Ay Sh s T Ay e (Ownership coo-
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HEub-G 1 887 Aok SE e %—ﬁfﬁtfuﬂ coopera-
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I 40 (limited cooperative, i vHE 45 ¢ o)l

S.E. S Age Educational
Item Total

0—-3|4-617-10] —-49 |50-59| 60— -6 712 13-
Ownership cooperative| 1.6 0.0 2.4 1.6 2.8 0.0 2.0 4.1 0.0 0.0
Full cooperative 17.5| 21.6 16.9 15.9 20.8 11.7 19.6 17.8 20.3 12.2
Limited cooperative 57.41 46.0 60. 2 60.3 62.5 55.0 52.9 49.3 53.6 . 78.1
Don’ t know 23.51 32.4 20.5 22.2 13.9 33.3 25.5 28. 8 26.1 9.7
Chi-square (df = 6 ) 4.04 9.28 13.88*

p<<0. 05
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Tab. 5. Qualification for membership in cooperatives (%)
T
{ S.E.S. | Age Educational
Item Total
0-3]4~-6 7-1C; —49 | 50-59 60~ -6 7-12] 13-
Voluntary owners only! 44.8 | 70.3 44.6 30.2 48.6 43.3 41.2 48.0 43.5 41.5
All owners in area 29.0 | 18.9 27.7 36.5 25.0 30.0 | 33.3 26.0 26.1 39.0
All head of household | 18.0 | 10.8 18.1 22.2 22.2 15.0 15.7 21.9 17.4 12.2
Don’t know 8.2 0.0 9.6 11.1 4.2 11.7 9.8 4.1 13.0 7.3
16. 60* 4.80 7.05
*p<0.05
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Tab. 6. Leadership and management of cooperative_f's(%)
S.E.S. Age Educational
[tem Total
0-3|4-61]7-107 —49 |{50-59| 60— -6 7-12| 13-
Official organization 21.8 | 32.4 21.7 15.9 19.5 28.3 17.7 26.0 21.7 14.6
Self-help organization | 59.6 | 48.7 60. 2 65.1 70.8 51.7 52.9 53.4 58.0 73.2
Ibn't know 18.6 | 18.9 18.1 19.0 9.7 20.0 29.4 20.6 20.3 12.2
Chi-square{df = 4 ) 4.01 10.61* 4.49
* I p<0.05
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