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* \bstract®

A Study on the Family Attitude toward Mental Illness

Cho, Young Sook

The purpose of this study is to investigate the relationship between family attitude about mental illness
and their general characteristics.

The subjects for this study were a sample of 120 families selected from psychiatric ward of one univer-
sty hospital, which is one national hospital in Seoul. Data was collected from July 1th to August 10th in
1980 used by Opinion about Mental Illness Scale (O.M.L).

The materials were analized by S.P.S.S. program.

The findings of the study were as follows:

'£.. Families’ attitude toward mental illness shown by this study was more negative compared to those of

Korean nursing professorss, nurses and nursing students.

E. Variables which influence families’ attitude about mental illness:

1.
2.

There is no significant between general characteristics and authoritarianism. (P> 0.05)
Benevolence (Factor B) was found to be significantly related to such variables as religion,
eucation levels, existence of mental patient in their an intimate friends. (P < 0.01)

" Families’ attitude about benevolence was more positive in families who have not relegion or having

christion beliefs; having the higher education levels; not having a mental patient in their an intimate
friends.

. Mental health ideotogy (Factor C) was found to be significantly related to variable experience of

mental illness. (P < 0.01).

'Families’ attitude about mental health ideology was more positive in families who had experience of

mental illness,

. Social Restrictiveness (Factor D) was found to be significantly related to variable relationship be-

tween families and patients (P < 0.01).
An intimate friend’s attitude about mental hesith Ideology was more positive than that of parent and
couple,

. Interpersonal Etiology (Factor E) was found to be significantly related to variable religion (P < 0.05).

Families’ attitude about interpersonal eticlogy was more positive in families who have relegion,



