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A Study on the Situation and its Redevelopment Plan

in the Depopulation Settlement of Korea

Summary

The purpose of this study is not only to
clarify the real Situation but to devise the
plan in the depopulation
rural settlement in Korea. The result is
summarized as follows:

redevelopment

In late 1960’s, population is concen-
terated in the large city where industrial
facilities are located by considering the
land development policy. But the remote
rural settlement is changed like a colony
of territory, in which the settlers are
lowered in number by the push factors.
It brings forth a problem which limits
the balance of development between
urban and rural areas.

In 1970’s, the population of rural settle-
ment annually decreases below 4.2 percents
of total numbers. Such a trend is faced
with insufficient labour force and lower
productivity. The reason is that most of
the rural people had migrated out of the
farm village. Thirty percents of the
emigrants do not possesse any arable land
and 38 percents of them are possessed of
below 1,500 pyung. By using that minor

*
Hong Seok Oh

land, the farmers mainly produce rice and
barley. Such an area of cropping system

does not only gain lower yield than the
commercial grain district, but agricultural
product is insufficient for the producer’s
own use. This district are so distantly
located in the hinterland of central place
that socio-economic environment is not

suitable for inhabitant’s living. According-
ly, remote rural settlement is wasted by

migrating of inhabitants.

Therefore, 1 will make the suggestion of
redevelopment plans on the remote and
depopulation rural as follows: one of the
plan is to reform the new farm house
which is to maintain comfortable life and
sufficient produst. Doubtless, rural settle-
ment is composed of such elements as farm
house, farm lot, road, fence and belongings
structures. It also has a regional charater-
istic of its distintive condition, so that the
tendency of rural reformation should be
concerned with the traditional structure
and practical needs. For the purposes of
the achievement, home lot should be
shifted into dispersing in case of agglo-
merated settlement, or into consolidating
in case of scattered rural settlement.

Geography, Korean geographical Society, 22, pp. 59~86,

* Dongguk Univ.
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Another plan is to take it into considera-
tion, according to rational cropping system
which is suited to land condition. Surely,
the aspect of land use in so focalized to
the future that the misuse of the farm
land in the present must be coordinated.
As to result of that, productivity of per
square and income of per farmer will be
higher than now.

Even if coordination operates, the
income of per farmer will not reach the
level of cash crop’s district. It is here
recognized that the farmer of grain cultiva-
tion area can gain higher income to the
level of cash crop’s area with financial

aid of government.

A third of the plan is to be associated
with the central place in the boundary of
living category. The reason is why central
place has advantage in social environments
and rural of hinterland also has advantage
in natural environments. For beneficial
rural life, farm villages should be dis-
tributed among the regional centers which
concentrate the urban function of educa-
tion, culture, health, recreation and com-
mutation, Since such a regional unification
of rural and urban satisfies for inhabitant’s
need, migration will not take place, and the
whole country will be well developed.



