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An Analysis of the Medical Aid Program on the Utilization
Aspect in Rural Korea

— The Koje Case —
Han Joong Kim, M.D., M.P.H.
Dept. of Preventive Medicine and Public Heal Yonsei University College of Medicine

To examine the result of the government Medical Aid Program which began in January,
1977 as a part of social security policy implementation, all the medical records of the clients
and official statistics in the year were analyzed.

The specific objectives this study pursues include the magnitudes and patterns of morbidity
and utilization, and the characteristics of clients.

One Korean rural area, Koje county was selected as the study area and subsequently all
the clinics and hospitals assigned to work out the Aid Program are the subjects for the survey.

A brief summary of the sutdy results as follows:

a. The clients of Koje county are 6.4% of the total population in the area, more than the
average percentage of the clients in Korea. It reflects on low level of economic status
of the residents of the area.

b. The population structure of the clients indicates that the large proportions of young
and old age group are overwhelming, while the middle age group share very small
portions. i :

¢. The utilization rates for primary care are 2.0 persons, 11.6 visits and 22.6 treatment
days per 100 persons per months. Annual hospitalization is rated as 13.7 cases and 164
days per 1,000 persons, The utilization rates are slightly lower than those expected
rates fiuring planning period but eventually become higher than those of general popula-
tion in rural Korea. '



d. The factors which influence the utilization rates are identified with client group (low

income vs indigent), age and sex.

e. The utilization pattern for primary care demonstrates seasonal variation similar to the
pattern of general rural population in the low income group, but none in the indigent

group.

f. The most common diseases revealed at the primary care clinics are the acute respiratory
infection (26.9%), acute gastiitis (10.8%), skin and subcutaneous infection (6.8%).
The cases of acute conditions are outnumbered than the cases of chronic condition.

g. The clinics, hospitals and other related health institutions are well cooperated in dealing

health care services in their own capacities.

Considering the above results Medical Aid Program generated satisfactory results at least

in the utilization aspect.
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