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RADIOPAQUE ZONES IN THE DENTIN BENEATH AMALGAM
RESTORATIONS

Young Jun You, D.D.S.
(Directed by Prof. Hyung Kyu Akn, D.D.S., Ph. D.)

Dept. of Dental Radiology, Graduate School, Seoul National University.

The purpose of the present investigation is to determine how frequently radiop-
aque zones are seen on standard intraoral films and to research some other things
about radiopaque zones. This study obtained the following results:

1. According to the standard intraoral films of the charts that were kept at the
Dept. of Oral Diagnosis in Seoul National University Hospital, radiopaque zones
were found in the rate of 4.1% among 1150 cases of amalgam-restored teeth that
were treated at least two years ago.

2. Out of teeth that possessed radiopaque zones, 38.3% had radiolucent area between
amalgam restoration and radiopaque zone.

3. Out of teeth that possessed radiopaque zones, 36.2% had cement base between
amalgam restoration and radiopaque zone.

4. Out of teeth that possessed radiopagque zones, no tooth had periapical radiolucency.

5. Radiopaque zones were found more frequently in the mandibular teeth than the
maxillary teeth.

6. According to the result of direct x-ray taking of 50 teeth that were treated at
least 2 years ago, 6% had radiopaque zone.
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