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A museum where captive animals live and are exhibited to visitor 1s a zoo. Zoo are main-

tained for education and enjoyment of visitors and for scientific work with animals. Many

of the animals are from parts of the world where the visitors are not likely to travel. Many

people who live in large cities cannot even visit nearby farms or the wild areas of their own

country. At the zoo, however, people may see the captive wild amimals of which they read

and hear. Working behind the scenes in most zoos are zoologists, veterinarians,

medical

doctors, and the other scientists, they study breednig and reproduction, nutrition, physiology,

behavior, diseases, and special housing. Zoos today are also becoming sanctuaries for vanishing

wildlife.

Rapidly growing human populations are destroying many retreats of wild animals.

Unless they are given protection now, many kinds of animals may become extinct within the

next few generations. Modern zoos are providing this protecion, and by breeding threatened

species in captivity they may save rare animals for future generations.
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