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—Abstract—

A Study on Status of Death in Rural Residents
Byung Ju Choi, M.D.

Dept. of Preventive Medicine, Chonnam University Medical School
(Directed by Byong Woo Kim, M.D., M.P.H., D.M.S.)

A study on the status of death in rural area was conducted during the period from July ’75
to August ’75. . )

1,225 families and 8,067 population (4,124 male, 3,943 female) had been lived and 149 events
of death since 5 years before study were occurred in survey area, Nammyon, Hwasoongun, Cho-
nnam. '

The summarized results were as follows:

1. Quinquennial death rate was 3.7 (5.2 for male, 2.1 for female).

2. In respect of age group, the highest group was over 70 years old group (age at death, 30.8
% of total death).

High age groups (over 50 years old) occupied 71.1% of total death and death rate in these
groups were higher in male than female. Child death (0-4 years old) occupied 7.4% of total
death and infant death rate was higher in female than male. '

3. Duration of sickness before die was highest in 1 to 12 months (39.6%)

4. The most frequent cause of death was disease of digestive system (12.1%). Other important
causes were disease of circulatory system (10.7%), disease of respiratory system (9.4%) and
infectious and parasitic disease (4.7%).

Disease of digestive system was the most frequent cause of death in male (14.0%) and disease

of respiratory system was the most frequent cause in female (9.5%).
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Table 1. Crude death rate by sex

Table 2. Proportion of Death by Age Groups

| Male 1Female\ Total

Population 4,124 3,943 8, 067
Crude death rate 107(25.9) 42(10.1) 149(18.5)
Quenquenial (5.2) 2.1 3.7

death rate

No. of death :
Age Percent

Male Female Total
~ All age 107 42 149 100.0
0~4 7 4 11 7-4
5~9 1 2 3 2.0
10~14 1 1 2 1.3
15~19 3 0 3 2.0
20~29 3 1 4 2.7
30~39 5 3 8 5.4
40~49 8 4 12 8.1
50~59 21 5 26 17.5
60~69 25 9 34 22.8
70+ 33 13 46 30.8
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Table 3. Duration of sickness before die by age groups

" Duration

Total %

—10D —20D —IM 1—6M 6M—1Y 1-5Y 5Y-—
Age .

0~4 2 1 3 1 4 11 7-4
5~9 1 1 1 3 2.0
10~14 ' 1 1 2 1.3
15~19 3 3 2.0
20~29 1 3 4 2.7
30~39 1 2 2 1 2 8 54
40~49 1 2 2 5 1 1 12 8.1
50~59 1 4 3 8 3 6 1 26 17.5
60~69 2 1 5 9 6 8 3 34 22.8
70~ 9 5 5 6 2 14 5 46 30.8

Total 16 13 21 37 22 31 9 149
% 10.7 8.7 14.1 24.8 14.8 20.8 6-1 100.0
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Table 4. Cause of Death

* W.H.,O. classification of disease
1. Infectious and parasitic disease

Cause of deafh" Male I Female Total (%) 2. Neoplasms
3-4. Allergic, endocrine system, metabolic and
4 3 7047 nutritional disease & blood and blood for—
2 4 1 5(3.4) ming organs disease
3—4 1 1 2(1.3) 5. Mental, psychoneurotic and personality
5 _ _ _ disorders
. 6. Disease of the nervous system and sense
6 4 2 6(4.0 organs
7 13 3 16(10.7) 7. Disease of the circulatory system
8 10 4 14( 9.4) 8. Disease of the respiratory system
9 15 3 18(12. 1) 9. Disease of the digestive system
' 10. Disease of the genitourinary system
10 3 1 4(2.7) 11. Deliveries and complications of pregna—
11 - 3 3(2.0 ncy, child-birth and puerperium
12—13 5 1 6( 4.0 12-13. Disease of the skin and cellular tissue &
14 _ — _ bone and organs movement
’ : 14: Congenital malformation
B 1 2 8(2.0) 15. Certain diseases of early infancy
16 45 15 60(40.3) 16. Symptoms, senility and ill defined con-
S 17 2 . 3 5(3.4) dition
Total 107 42 149 (100) 17. Accidents, poisoning and violences.
Table 5. Cause of death by age groups
Causel .
1 2 3—4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12—-13 14 15 16 17 | Total (%)
Age :
0~4 3 2 1 3 2 11( 7.4y
5~9 1 1 1 3( 2.0)
10~14 1 1 2(1.3x
15~19 1 2 3(2.0r
20~29 1 2 1 4( 2.7y
30~39 2 1 1 1 2 8( 5.4)
40~49 1 2 1 1 4 1 2 12( 8.1)»
50~59 1 2 3 4 2 2 4 7 26(17.5)
60~69 2 1 4 3 2 21 1 34(22.8)
70~ 1 1 1 6 3 1 2 1 46(30.8)
Total 7 5 2 0 6 16 14 18 4 3 6 0 3 60 5 149
% 4.7 34 1.3 0 4.0 10.7 9.4 12.1 2.7 2.0 4.0 O 2.0 40.3 3.4 100:
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