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—Abstract—

A Study on the Sociomedical Status of Prostitutes in Busan Area
Jin Hae Choi

Busanjin Gu Public Health Center, Busan City

{Directed by Don Kun Kyim,* M.D.)

The author have performed, from June to July 1976, a sociomedical study on the 314 prostitutes
which was engaged in tourism in Dongrae, Busan.

The obtained results were as follows;

1. Age distribution was from 20 years old to 34 years old and the highest as 36.6% was 23—
25 years old group. Most of the respondents as 95.2% were under 31 years old group.

2. Distribution of respondents by educational level showed that the group below the graduated
primary school was 47.2%, middle school 29.3% and high school 57.0% in that order.

3. By the occupation before be ruined, none was 34.5%, waitress at saloon 24.2%, hostess
14.3%.

4. By distribution of birth place, most of the respondents as 64.0% were Gyeongsang Do(37.9
%) and Busan City (26.1%).

5. Distribution of respondents by family status showed that only mother was highest as 43.9%
and 82.2% of respondents have been supported their family.

6. Monthly incomes of respondents were distributed from 50,000 Won to 250,000 Won, and
50, 000—100, 000 Won group was the highest as 46.2%.

In monthly sundry expenses, 20,000—30,000 Won group was the highest as 27.1%.

7. Monthly supporting expenses to their family were distributed from 10,000 Won to 50,000

Won and the highest as 26.7% was 10, 000—20, 000 Won group.
Savings per month were distributed from 10,000 Won to 60,000 Won and 50,000—60, 000

Won group was the highest as 22.3%. .

8. Distribution of respondents by status of luxury showed that experiences of drinking was

20.4% and smoking was 55.7%.
9. By motive of falling into the ruin, economical causes was 41.7%. Most of the respondents
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as 95.0% expected under 3 years in prearranged period of their occupation.

10. By number of monthly entertainment, 5—10 persons as 58.0% was the highest.
11. Distribution of respondents by status of venereal disease and pulmonary tuberculosis

showed that-positivé of gonorrhea was 8.0%, syphilis 1.6%, and pulmonary tuberculosis was

1.6%.
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Table 1. Age Distribution of Respondents

No.

e Rumber o Percent Sumilative
20—22 52 16.6 16.6
23—25 115 36.6 53.2
26—28 103 32.8 86.0
29—31 29 9.2 95.2
32—34 15 4.8 100.0

100.0

Total 314
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Table 2. Distribution of Respondents by Educational Level

No. .
Educational Level ggggiﬁ;ﬂs Percent %:ﬁg};twe

Primary school Dropping out 4 1.3 1.3.
Graduated 144 45.9 . 47.2

Middle school Dropping out 33 '10.5 57.7
Graduated 92 29.3 87.0

High school Dropping out - 23 7.3 94.3
Graduated 18 5.7 100.0

Total 314 . 100.0

Table 8. Distribution of Respondents by Past

Table 4. Distribution of Respondents by Birth

Occupation Place
Numer No:
Number of . ) Number of P ¢
Occupation Respondents Percent Province Respondents ercen
Productive worker 11 3.5 Seoul, Gyeong-gi 48 . 15.3
Waitress at saloon 76 24.2 Busan City 82 26.1
Waitress at coffee shop 34 10.8 Gyeongsang 119 37.9
Hostess 45 14.3 Jeonra 34 10.8
Hair-dresser 11 3.5 ‘Chungcheong 26 8.3
Housemaid 29 9.2 Gang-weon 4 1.3
None 108 34.5 Jeju 1 0.3
Total 314 100.0 Total 314 100.0
2. WMEYE Table 5. Distribution of Respondents by Family
Status.
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- Mother and Father 75 23.9
3. HMxY Only Father 7 2.2
Only Mother 138 43.9
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%, AEAAY 24.2%, BAHE 14.3%, HEFAL Only Sisters 30 9.6
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Table ¢. Distribution of Respondents by Size of
Depentent Family

: No -
* Number of Cumulative
N(;'e;tf gaeg;rll)—, Respondents T 7" Percent
None 56 17.8 17.8
1 52 16.6 34.4
2 64 20.4 54.8
3 56 17.8 72.6
4 30 9.6 82.2
5 56 17.8 100.0
Total 314 100.0
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Table 7. Distribution of Respondents by Monthly
Income (Unit:1,000 Won)

No. Number of Cumulative

M(I)Ir:égge Respondents Percent Percent
Under 50 15 4.8 4.8
50—100 145 46.2 51.0
100—150 90 28.7 79.7
150—200 56 17.8 97.5
200—250 8 2.5 100.0
Total 314 100.0
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Table 8. Distribution of Respondents by Monthly

Sundry Expenses (Unit: 1,000 Won)

No. Number of Cumulative

Suélg;gnses Respondents Percent Percent
Under 10 49 15.6 15.6
10—20 60 19.1 34.7
20—30 85 27.1 61.8
30—40 53 16.9 78.7
40—50 49 15.6 94.3
50 and over 18 5.7 100.0

Total 314 100.0
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Table 9. Distribution of Respondents by Monthly
Supporting Expenses to Their Family

No. Number of Cumulative

Supporting Respondents Percent percent
expenses
None 56 17.8 17.8
Under 10 41 13.1 30.9
10—20 84 26.7 57.6
20—30 60 19.1 76.7
30—40 19 6.1 82.8
40—50 54 17.2 100.0
Total 314 100.0
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Table 10. Distribution of Respondents’by Monthly

Savings
No. Number of Cumulathive
‘Savings Respondents Percent pe cent

None 28 89 8.9
Under 19 57 18.2 27.1
10—20 4 7 140 41.4
20—30 37 - 11.8 52.9
30—40 55 17.5 70.4
40—50 23 7.3 77.7
50—60 70 22.3 100.0
Total 314 100.0
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Table 11. Distribution of Respondents by Size of
Debt (Unit:1,000 Won)

No. Number of Cumulative

Debt Respondents Percent porcent
None 272 86.6 86.6
Under 30 16 5.1 91.7
30—60 11 3.5 95.2
60—90 7 2.2 97.4

. 90—120 3 1.0 98. 4

120—150 5 _1-6 100.0 -
Total 314 100.0
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Table 12." Distribution of' Réspondents by Status
~of Luxury

Content

Drinking Smoking

Like Dislike Smoking ggggmg

No. of

Respondents 64 250 175 139
Percent 20. 4 79.6 55.7 44.3
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Table 13. Distribution of Respondents by Motive
of Falling into the Ruin

No.
Number of Percent

Causes Respondents
Her own accord 142 45.1
Through employment agency 6 1.9
By ruined by friends 3 1.0
Domestic troubles 20 6.4
Disappointed love 3 1.0
Economical causes 131 41.7
Failure of marriage 9 2.9
Total 314 100.0

" Table 14. Distribution of Respondents by prea-
rranged Period of Their Occupation

. No .
* Number of Cumulative
Prg::il;)ehnged Respondents Percent Percent

1 year 63 20.1 20.1
2 years 183 58.3 78. 4
3 years 52 16.6 95.0
4 years 2.5 97.5
5 years 8 2.5 160.0
Total y 314 100.0
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Table 15. Distribution of Respondents by Employed
Periods of Ruin

No. .
T et e, Qe
1—12 momths 6 1.9 1.9
1—2 years T 179 57.0 58.9
2—3 years - e ... 78.. ...24.9 _ 838"
3—4 years 26 8.3 92.1
4—5 years 18 5.7 97.8 °
5 years and over 7 2.2 100.0 -

. Total 314 100.0

Table 16. Distribution of Respoﬁdents by Numler |

of Monthly Entertainment

Number of Cumulative

Content Respondents Percent pe cent’ -
“Under 5 33 10.5 10.5
510 182 58.0 68.5
10—15 59 18.8 87.3
15—20 N 22 7.0 94.3.
20 and over 18 5.7 100.0

" Total 314 100.0
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Table 17. Distribution of Respondents by Status of Venereal Disease and Pulmonary Tuberculosis

Disease Venereal dis’eése Pulmonary tuberculosis

No. Gonorrhea Syphilis Minimal act}ive I::/([i%iirgets
Number of Respondents 25 4 1
Percent .80 1.6 1.2 0.3
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