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Astudy on the chromium plating from

low concentrate bath

Kyung Jin LEE, Kwang Ja PARK, Sung Joo LEE and Jong Yong LEE

Abstract

In decorative chramium plating, highly concentrated conventionl baths (CrO, 150~400g/l) have been used.
Because of the problems of heavy metal pollution and the saving of raw materials, chromium plating from dilute

bath has been developed recently.

The present study was performed to determine the effects of all the variables in the low concentrated chromium

plating bath, such as brightness, appearence, current efficiency, and plating rate with regard to the bath composition

and plating conditions.
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Table 1. Concentration of domestic decorative chro-
mium plating bath

CrO; (g/) No. of factory | Distribution(%)

~100 1 1.9
100~150 9 16.7
150~200 17 31.5
200~250 17 31.5
250~300 6 11.1
300~400 2 3.7
400~900 2 3.7
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Table 2. Chemical composition of the basic dilute

bath.

Bath No. | CrO; (g/1) H,80,(g/1)
L—1 10 0.1
L—2 20 0.2
L—3 30 0.3
L—4 40 0.4
L—5 50 ' 0.5
L—6 60 0.6
L—7 70 0.7
L—8 80 0.8
L—9 90 0.9
L—10 100 1.0
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Fig. 1. Modified Hull Cell
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Table 3. Covering power of the basic dilute baths

(%)

Temp.

\ 30 35 40 45 50 55 60
No.
L-1
L—2
L-3 30 80 76 53 50 45 45
L—4 | 8 82 83 67 57 60 49
L—5 83 85 70 62 58 58 46
L—6 | 88 9 88 Ui 63 86 67
L—-7 | 60 60 70 55 60 A 55
L.—8 71 61 58 67 45 43 42
L—9 88 77 75 58 42 45 42
L—10| 66 48 85 50 45 22 41
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Fig. 2-a Hull Cell patterns of the basic dilute-baths, L-3, L-4, L-5 and L-6
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Fig. 2-b Hull Cell patterns of the basic dilute baths, L-7, L~8, L-9 and L-10.

Table 4. Current efficiency and plating rate of the

basic dilute baths
(55°C)
Bath No. Currenz 9}63)ﬂ'mency Plaltl/xll'lgu ;;te
L—1 11.3 0.21
L—2 12.0 0.23
L—3 12.6 0. 46
L—4 14.7 0.56
L—5 15.4 0.62
L—6 14.8 0. 56
L—7 15.6 0.60
L—8 15.7 0.60
L—8 16.5 0.63
Fig. 3. Plating Cell L—10 153 0.60
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Fig, 4-a Hull cell patterns of the modified dilute baths L-6-1 and L-6-2
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Fig. 4-b Hull Cell patterns of the modified baths, dilute, L-6-3, L-6-4, L-6-5,

and L-6-6



Table 5. Platmg abxht3 of the L-6 bath (at 55°C)

brxght | covering { current [ .
uiualm{ plating p0wer | efficiency p%at/lrr;gin)rate
o range l %) { (%) H
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Table 6. Chemical composition of the modified dilu-

te baths
Bath No ‘(38'9;) ?584 Additives  (g/0)
L—6-1 60 | 0.6 | NaF 0.6
L—6-2 6 | 06 | XF 0.6
L—6-3 60 | 0.6 | NHF 0.6
L—6-4 60 | 0.6 | CaF, 0.6
L—6-5 60 | 0.6 | NaSiFs 0.6
L—6-6 60 | 0.6 | KgSiFs 0.6
L—6-7 60 | 0.6 | K/TiFs 0.6
L 60 0.6 KoZrFe 0.6
L 60 | 0.6 | KeAlF 0.6
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Fig. 4-c Hull Cell patterns of the modified dilute baths, L-6-7, L-6-8, L-6-9 and

Sargent’s
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Table 7. Bright plating range of the modified dilute baths.

(Amp/dm?)
Temp °C
25°C 30°C 35°C 40°C 45°C 50°C 55°C
Bath No -
L—6-1 semibright | 7~25 5~30 Bv | T 20~ 20~
L—6-2 ” 5~25 3~30 5~ 5~ 20~ 20~
L—6-3 " 1~20 3~30 3~30 4~ 10~ 15~
L—6-4 ” 1~ 20 2~ 5 20~ 10~
L—6-5 ” 1~ 2~30 3~ 5~ T~ 10~
L—6-6 0.4~15 0.7~25 0. 5~ 1~ 20 3~ 10~
L—6-7 Semi-bright |  1~25 1~ 1~ 2~ 8~ 10~
L—6-8 0.5~20 |  1~30 1~30 1~ 2~ 6~ 10~
L—6-9 Semi-bright 1~ 1~30 1~ 2~ S5 10~
L—6 ” ! Semi-bright 8~ 8~ 6~ 8~ 10~
Table 8. Covering power of the modilied dilute baths and Sargent’s bath.
(%)
Temp °C
: R 25°C 30°C 35°C 40°C 45°C 50°C 55°C
Bath No Tl

L—9-1 84 80 80 65 50 29 10
L—6-2 89 83 82 54 47 24 60
L—6-3 92 83 78 82 78 81 38
L—6+4 92 92 84 82 68 15 43
L—6-5 92 89 83 83 80 80 45
L—6-6 92 90 88 87 86 84 48
L—6-7 93 85 85 87 75 80 86
L—6-8 90 86 83 86 56 70 82
L—6-9 90 92 88 85 85 85 80
Sargent 83 80 76 68 72 77 45
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Table 9. Current efficiency and plating rate of the

bath L-6-6

. =
Topp. | Gurent | Flating | Qument | Averge picing
Amp/dm?4 (min) {C.E(%) | ess(w) (r/:: /min)
20 75 24.0 27. 4 0.37
25 30 50 28.3 32.3 0.65
50) 30 31.7 36.2 1.21
75 20 33.6 38.4 1.92
20 75 18.0 20. 5 0.28
30 30 50 20.4 23.2 0. 47
50, 30 22. 4 26. 6 0. 86
75 20 2.4 27.8  1.40
20) 75 17. 3| 19.7 0.27
35 30 50 20. 5 23. 4 0.47
50 30 26. 9 30. 6 1.02
75 20 35.1 40. 0 2.00
20 75 16. 8| 19.1 0.26
40 30, 50 20.2 23. 6 0. 46
50 30, 22. 5 25.6 0.85
75 20 23.7 27.1 1.35
20) 75 17. 3 19.7 0.26
45 30, 50 18. 8| 21.5 0. 43
50 30, 20.4 23.2 0.76
75 20, 23.6 26.0 13.0
20 75 12. 8 14.2 0.19
50 30, 50 16. 7 19. 1 0. 38
50 30 19. 5 22.2 0.74
75 20 22.5 25.7 1.28
20 75 12. 6 14. 4 0.19
55 30, 50, 16.0 18.2 0. 37
50 30 18. 3 20.8 0.70
75 20 20.7 23.7 1.18

Table 10. Current efficiency and plating rate of the

bath L-6-7.
Current . WCurrent Average | Plating
Teg'(‘;p' density tiPlaet(lrgign) efficiency| thick- | rate

Amp/dm?"™ (%) | ness(x) (#/min.)

20 75 21.3 24.3 0.32

25 30 50, 27.3 316 0.62
50 30 30.7 35.0 1.17

75 20, 31.5 36. 4 1.80

20, 75 19. 2 21.8 0. 30

30 30, 50, 22.2 25. 3 0.51
50 30 25.9 31.1 1.00

75 20 27. 8 31.8 1.59

20 75 18.3 20.9 0.28

35 30, 50, 20. 9 23.9 0.48
50 30 24.3 27.8 0.93

75 20 25. 3 28.9 1.44

20 75 19. 8 22.6 0.30

40 30, 50, 21.9 24.9 0. 50
50, 30 22.1 25. 2 0. 84

75 20, 24.7 28.2 1.41

200 75 179 204 o027

45 30 50 20.1 23. 0 0. 46
50 30 20. 9 23.8 0.80

75 20 22.8 26. 0 1.30

20) 75 17. 9 20.4 0.27

50 30 5 19. 5 22.2 0.44
50 30 21.0 23.9 0. 80

75 20 22. 8 26.0 1.30

20 75 14. 4 16. 3 0.22

55 30 50, 16. 9] 21.0 0.42
50 30, 19.1 21.8 0.73

75 20 19.9 22.9 1.14
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Table 11. Current efficiency and plating rate of the

Table 12. Current efficiency and plating rate of Sar-

bath 1.-6 gent Bath
- Current Platin; hCurrent 7 Av&age —P;tng Current I . Current | Average | Plating
%‘fggp density time(min)leﬂiciency\;thickness rate '%;egr)p density ‘hl:nlzzgllgn){ efficiencyithickness| rate

Ampdm?% (min) | (%) 1 (» | (e/min) Amp/dm? | 6 | (@ | (u/min)

20 75 21.0 23.9 0.32 20 75 23.1 26. 3; 0.35

925 30 50 23. 8 27.1 0. 54 25 30 50 29.5 34.0 0.68
50 30, 24.4 28.3 0.94 50, 30 34. 4 39.3 1.31

75 20, 25.5 29.0 1.45 75 20{ 35. 6 41. 6! 1. 99

20 75 21. 4 24.3 0.32 20 75| 17. 3 19.7 0.26

30 30 50 21.8 24.9 0. 50 30 30 50 29.0 33.1 0. 66
50 30 21. 4 24. 4I 0.81 50 30 32.5 38. 3 1.26

75 20 26. 8 30. 6; 1.52 75 20! 33.0 37. 6] 1. 88

20 75 19. li 21. 8‘ 0.29 20 75 13.0 14. 8‘ 0.20

35 30 50 19. 6 22. 4 0.45 35 30 50 19.0 21.6 0.43
50, 30 21.5 24.6 0.82 50 30 22. 1 25. 2 0. 84

76 20 22.8 26.0 1.30 75 20 24.4 217. 9| 1.39

20 75 180 219 o2 20 75 115 131  0.18

40 30 50 19.8 22.8 0. 46 40 30 50 13. 9 16. 2"l 0.32
50 30 20.8 23. 8 0.79 50 30 T16. 2 18. 5 0.62

76 20 22.1 25.2 1.25 75 20, 21.2 24.2 1.21

20 75 16. 7i 19. 0 0.25 20 70 10. 0 12. 0; 0.16

45 30 50 20.3 23.0 0.45 45 30 50, 12.1 14. 9 0.28
50, 30 21.0 23.9 0.77 50 30 16.0 18. 5, 0.61

75 20 18.6 21.2 1.06 75 20) 19. 5 22.5 1.12

20, 75 15. 0 17. 0 0.23 20} 75 9.32 10. 8‘{ 0.14

50 30, ‘ 50 16. 9 19.4 0.38 50 30 50 11.1 12. 61 0.25
50 30 20.9 23. 8 0.80 50, 30, 13. 6 16. 4 0.52

75] 20 21.5 24.7 1.25 75 20 16. 6 19. 0! 0.95

20 75 13.3 15.2 0.21 20 75 9.2 9.9 0.14

55 30, 50 14. 8 16. 8 0.34 55 30, 50, 10.2 12.3 0.26
50 30 17.8 20. 2 0. 67 50) 30 12. 8§ 15.1 0. 50

75 20! 18.9 21.6 1.08 75] 20 16. 8| 20. 6] 1.03

Holwh, Fragadrzst 10g/0v 20g/l9) L-1 9 L-2
Lol FAEFol HA gghort 30g/l 0] 49 =&
Lo AE FHEFo] FHAEH AL AF=THY
2F 7M5% HAAF =7} 25g/1 2ta 3 Saburo Konishi
St A H s Aotz et AFEged g
=39 3L §¢og ¥l %z .89l Sargent £
A A& =EFHYETG $5lder] ALdAE z
AFEE oA BE d4o] HPov} AFAFUE
FHdAe 784 =] Hygch ¥4 L-6 & (CO;
60g/l, HySO, 0.6g/D)2 1059 712 AFx g s1¢v

FUEF 945 A WAt A d%E 9
A BRE 43, FEHE 239 FHYE 358
L-68&] Hsl3le 7tE L-6-1~L-6-949 Hull Cell
Al 959 (Table7 $2) 1Amp/dmee] =2
FUE QAAAE BHEF0 ASRE 4 Mo
AYAgol B4 Fe RAAE $& FYEIFL o
% % 9.

¥ 2FEFAA A% Bl 20E FAAY Nay
SiFs (L-6-5)2.cte KSiFsk #4ohe L-6-6%0] 7
A ¥e 3999F Az Age. wAEez 9



Aed A23, 1977

Current efficiency(% )

30

30

20

7_.‘-_..—-.\_-._—_____—__—____‘_=“——-_-_-= — z .
A - ] ol
= - e
- o ——
/—"‘—-- __-—-""-’/
e
_—
o

25T
30T
35T
40
43T
50C

Cuirent density(Amp/dm?)

Fig. 7 Effect of plating conditions on current efficiecy
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Table 13. Plating-ability of the baths L-6-6, L-6-7 and Sargents

Bath No Temp Visuality ?:;g}e‘t plating Covering power | Current efficiency| Plating rate
Q%) (Amp/dm?) ‘ (%) (g/min)
25 mirror brightl 0.4~11.5 92 27.4~38. 4 0.37~1.92
30 " 0.5~ 90 20.5~27.8 0.28~1.40
35 4 0. 5~ 88 19. 7~40.0 0.27~2.00
L-6-6 40 ” 1.0~ 87 19.1~27.1 0.26~1.35
45 4 1.5~ 86 19.7~26.0 0. 26~1. 30
50 ” 2.5~ 84 14.2~25.7 0.19~1.28
55 ” 11 5~ 48 14.2~23.7 0.19~1.18
25 ” LI a0 93 24.3~36.4 0. 32~1. 80
30 4 1.0~ 85 21.8~31.8 0. 30~1. 59
35 ” 1.0~ 85 20.9~28.9 0.28~1.4
L-6-7 40 " 1.0~ 87 22. 6~28. 2 0.30~1. 41
45 ” 2.0~ 75 20. 4~26.0 0.27~1°30
50 ” 8.5~ 80 20. 4~26.0 0.27~1.30
55 " 8.5~ 86 16.3~22.9 1.30~1. 14
25 ” 10~ 83 23.1~35.6 0. 35~1.99
30 ” 10~ 80 17.3~33.0 0.26~1.88
35 " 10~ 76 13.0~24. 4 0.20~1. 39
Sargent 40 " 10~ 68 11.5~21. 2 0.18~1.21
45 ” 10~ 72 10.0~19.5 0.16~1.12
50 " 10~ 77 9. 3~16. 6 0. 14~0. 95
55 " 10~ 45 9.2~16.8 0.14~1.03
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