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A Study on the Orchard Settlement in Yesan Area

Summary;

The purpose of this study is not only to clarify
the regional characteristics by analyzing the deve-
lopment process and the present situation of or-
chard settlements but to attempt reforming them in
Yesan area. The result gained is summarized as-
follows:

In Yesan area, fruit trees originally planted by
Japanese colonists in late 1920’s, but most of the
fruit trees which grow today have been planted since
1970. After 1970, the orchard settelements have
remarkably expanded out from its initial site, and
today Yesan is ranked as one of the major pro-
ducing areas in Korea, especially in terms of apple
fruit. The orchard locations mostly limited around
the home lot and on mountain slope, have moved
to the field in the lowland remote from the settle-
ment,

Accordingly, the farm houses became to be lo-
cated at the central place of individual orchard in
order to rationalize the agricutlural management.
They were about 150 or 200m. apart each other
and thus dispersed rural settlements were formed
in the arca. This type of rural settlement differs
from the typical farm villages whose dominant
patterns are agglomerated. Therefore subsequent

dispersion is a distinctive features of rural land-

Hong Seok Oh

scape in the study area.

The locations of farm houses were initially lim-
ited at place of water supply, but in the present
these are closly related to the land ownership since
orchard owners have to solve easily the problem of
water scarcity by pumping ground water. In addi-
tion, recently agricultural machines and facilities
have been widly diffused to individual orchard.
Accordingly, the productivity of the fruit farming
come to be higher than that of grain or paddy rice.

In view of socio-economic conditions of the study
area in past and present, the orchard settlement
should designed so as to be able to obatin higher
productivity through cooperative work or joint
marketing, to carry on more agreable lives, and
to increase the highest efficiency of labor.

In general, the agglomeratad settlement in Korea
was concerned with defence, cooperative work and
consanguinity, but it is less efficient form for the
scientific management of farm field in the pre-
sent day.

The ideal unit of orchard settlement, 1 imagine,
siould be composed of four houses which are lo-
cated at a crossing and have such common facilities.
as barn, store, water tanker and the other establ-
ishments. Many urits of houses are geometrically
arranged over whole fruit farm, and also they
have a common service including large store, school,
bank, shopping center, factory and public hall.
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