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A Study of Historical Background to the National Forest Formation*!

Ul Yung Ho*?

In foreign countries the national forests began to emerge when the modern body politic

came into being and looked upon ferests as an indispensible sourse of national wealth to

the effect that eachnation virtually nationalized the forests to promote the public interest

such as erosion prevention and water source stability. Most of the forests that are now in

national ownership used to be the estates of kings and feudal lords in the Middle Ages.

In Korea the national forests came into being toward the end of Yi-dynasty as an

outcome of the Japanese colonial policy under which,

forest resources,

the dense forests of large arca were systematically

with the purpose of exploiting the

transferred into

national property to be controlled by establishing the echelon of the national forest stat-

ions. The main task of these stations was to {ell lumber to no limits.
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