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Floodbasins of the Lower Naktong River

Summarsy:

During the period of Japanese occupation of
Korea, the government administrators deplored the
indiscriminate deforestation, by Koreans, in the
mountains along major highways or around villages,
and they set out in a movement of reforestation.
Now, it became a well known fact that such a
measure was taken as a policy to cover up the
clearing of immense virgin forests in remote areas
for timber. It is quite natural that the propaganda
of the deforested mountains could have an
influence on the thinking of Japanese geographers,
occasionally leading them to erroneous conclusions
n their works.

Tada, a renowned Japanese geomorphologist,
emphasized the accelerated soil erosion due to
deforestion in the highlands as a main factor in
the rise of the lower Han River bed in a paper of
1936. He believed that the sedments supplied from
the highlands become deposited in the lower
reaches of the rivers, elevating the beds and
forming the natural levees and floodbasins or
backmarshes as a result. Recently, Ohya, another
Japanese geomorphologist, studied the floodplains

of the Naktong River, one of the largest rivers of
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Korea, and expressed a similar opinion in
1971. He interpreted the natural lakes located
towards the mouth of small tributaries of trunk
channels as developed recently (since about forty
years ago) in accordance with the rise of the
bed of trunk streams, which transport much more
sediments than small tributaries.

Along the lower Naktong River, well confined
by valley walls, floodbasins are usually distributed
in the small tribuatry valleys, and have been mostly
reclaimed for rice field from marshes or lakes since
early present century. The evidence concerned
with the date of the lake formation, taken by
Ohya, truned out to be erroneous according to the
examination of old maps. The author interpreted
the landform as developed with the valley fill
since the postglacial rise of sea level. Floodbasins
are most widely found along the lower Naktong
River, in Korea, which is believed to have cut the
most deep valley at the time of the low sea level
among major rivers. Formerly, the author clarified
that major river beds of Korea do not appreciably
rise due to the accelerated supply of sediments
as a result of the so-called indiscriminate defores-

tation.



