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Astudy of the Youngnam Route(SEEFER)
of the Yi-dynasty

Summary:

Routes have always been one of the most imp-
ortant man’s cultural imprints on the landscape,
because they play a role in the creation, consolid-
dation growth of all countries.

The Youngnam highway was the transportation
artery between Seoul and Pusan during the Yi-
dynasty, forming an a north-south axis through
the southern part of the Korean peninsula.

The purposes of this study are: (1) to examine the
facilities along the highway; (2) to examine the
relationship between the routes of the past and of
the present; (3) to analyse the function of the route;
and (4) to reconstruct the landscape along this early
highway.

Historic routes can be studied by means of pre-
liminary examination of maps and documents,
detailed fieldwork and the interview of appro-
priate people. Fortunately I could meet a great
number of people who had witnessed and ex-
perienced the changes along this highway. These
people were former postmen (EE3), ferrymen
(#R), hospice keepers (Eix A), and express
messengers (HREE).

There were several routes between Seoul and
Pusan, but during the Yi-dynasty the Youngnam
highway was the axis among them. This high-
way could be maintained for the reasons as fol-
lows. Although running through some hills and
rugged mountains, it was not very inconvenient to

travel, as the main means of transport were by
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packsaddle and on foot. Furhtermore, it was not
only the shortest route between Seoul and Sangju
but, as its path followed river valleys and avoid-
ed the wide ferry crossing points, it was easy to
secure the government-owned paddy fields which
formed the financial foundation for the manage-
ment of the highway as paddy fields had been
developed mainly in the piedmont area during the
Yi-dynasty. And due to its location the highway
was safe from foreign invasion and, in fact, con-
nected the important local administrative towns
with the army encampments.

The route was divided into three post districts
(B238): Yangjae-do (R ¥ &), Younwon-do (GH[E
i) and Yoogok-do (Mf%+3E) with a total of 18
post stages and 19 hospices located along the
road at intervals of approximately 12 kilometers.

Stone deposits (f{f7), earth mounds () and
mile-posts or totempoles (% A or £7k) were used
as landmarks. Stone deposits were generally located
at a mountain pass to mark a branch path. While
passing along the road, heavily laden, travelers
would throw a stone to the pile as a symbol of
their burden and with hopes of leaving their tired-
ness behind. The mile-post has been recognized
recently as a symbol of folk religion, but it served to
inform the traveler of the direction of the route and
the place name.

The essential functions of the Youngnam highway
were as follows; (1) Its primary function was to

serve as a means of transport for official documents,
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and people traveling on official business and from
time to time presents for the king and tax payments
in grain were also carried over the road; (2) Al-
though sometimes competing in economic trans-
portation with the inland navigation routes of the
Han and Naktong Rivers, it was constructed for the
purpose of administrative communication and not
for the advantage of local traffic. Therefore, its use
as a commercial transport route was no more than
an incidental function. The local road system de-
veloped and commerical centers appeared at points
of natural linkage rather than along the main
highway; (3) Military defence and communication
were also main functions of the road. A parallel
highway, Pabal route ($##2%), was established as
a military information channel between Seoul and
Pusan after the Japanese invasion of 1592 (F[R
#:%.). Posts were placed along this route at regular
intervals of approximately 10 kilometers, and from
Seoul to Choongju it rarely met the main high-
way.

Although the main highway was controlled by
the government, there was no uniformity in either
width or pavement condition, as it was not designed
for vehicular traffic and construction was not
carried out according to a governmental master
plan. Needless to say, it is evident that the ox-
cart was developed about 2,000years ago. However
the major means of land transport during the Yi-
dynasty were packsaddle and A-frame. Human-
drawn wheeled carts were used in some limited
areas.

Many kinds of settlements developed along the

main highway and the local roads. Some were
post or hospice towns and others were river
ports and villages made up of inns and tav-
erns. The former type did not appear naturally,
but were constructed by the govenment, while
those of the latter type appeared from com-
mercial advantage. The inhabitants of the govern-
ment-constructed towns were all of the same
family with the official duties being handed down
from one generation to the next.

The landscape along the highway was changed
also by the Japanese invasion of 1592, the
Kap-o Reform of 1894 (fF4-# 5E) and the Japanese
annexation of Korea in 1910 (#& H 43(). Before
1894 there had already occured some change in the
landscape along the Youngnam highway but the
changes were only a partial altering of the route
system. After this date, however, the landscape was
severly changed and destroyed. Due to the improve-
ment of the traffic facilities, a number of former
administrative and post towns along the route
declined, and leading commercial and admini-
strative towns appeared at points of natural linkage
within the local road system. In some casess the
new towns were given a name which was same as
or similar to that of the former leading administra-
tive or post town in the area. Most of the new towns,
which became centers of Japanese settlement,
were linked to each other through new modifica-
tion in the old route between Seoul and Sangju.
Therefore, along this route can be found settlem-
ent and land use characteristics which are the

remnants of Japanese invasion and colonization.



