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—Abstract—

A Study on the Maternal and Child Health Status in a Rural Area

Sang Duk Nam, M.D.

Public Health Section, Kyeonggi-Do, Korea

In September 1974, a survey was conducted towards 900 women respondents, each representing a
household, residing in 18 selected Myuns(townships) of 18 Guns(counties) in Kyunggi-Do. Fifty
households were selected randomly in each Myun and the sample Myuns were also randomly selected
from the 18 Guns home-visiting interviews were carried out by Myun level maternal and child health
workers with questionnair forms designed to measure the maternal and child health status at each
houschold. Major findings obtained from this survey can be summarized as follows:

1. Of the women responents who were investigated in this survey, 13.1% of them were comprised
in the illiterates, indicating no difference in literacy rate from that in most urban areas.

2. Most(93.8%) of the respondents were found to have married at ages of 20-24 years old.

3. Most(85.8%) of the respondents were found to have delivered their first babies at ages of
20-24, while only 13.4% had their first babies at 25-29. ‘

4. About 22% of the respondents had 2 children, while 19% and another 19% had 2 and 4 children,
respectively.

5. A great majority of the respondents (78%) experienced not a single death of a child within the
family, While about 17% experienced death of one child. 0.7% of the women experienced deaths of
4 or more children.

6. 18% and 17% of the women experienced 4 and 3 pregnancies, respectively, and 12% of them
experienced 7 or more pregnancies.

7. About 29% of the women experienced an induced abortion at least once. Nearly 2% of them
were found to have experience of 4 or more induced abortions.

8. One half (51%) of the women were found to have received prenatal guidances in the latest
pregnancies by (Ub(town) and Myun (township) level maternal and child health workers at least
once or more times.

9. 52% women received professional prenatal care in the latest pregnancies: 24% at hospitals or
clinics and 20% at health centers.

10. Most (89%) of the last-born children were delivered at home, while only 8.7% were delivered
at hospital or clinics,
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© 11. Materials used at delivery comprise vinyl (40%), cement bags (32%) and gauzed or absorbent

cottons (19%).

12. The largest preportion of the attendants at delivery comprises mothers in-law (48).

Only 24%

were found to be attended by either doctors, midwives or maternal and child health workers.

13. In most (90%) of the deliveries scissors were used to cut the umbilicus.

But most (79%) of

them used unsterilized scissors, 6 while only 20% of them used sterilized ones.
14. About 68% of the last-born babies were breast-fed for 12 months or more. Those who weaned

during 6-12 months were 21%

15. During 12 months after birth, 65% of the last-born babies were breast-fed, while 24% were

given a combination of breast milk and cooked rice.

16. About nine out of the 10 births were found to be registered.

17. 71% of babies received BCG vaccination,

while 79% and 56% received samllpox and DPT

vaccinations, respectively within a year after birth. Those who were vaccinated against poliomyelitis

were about 50%.

18. About 87% of the respondents recogninized the existence of government-sponsored maternal and

child health guidance program.
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Table 1. Distribution of Respondents by Age

Age group. Number Percent
15—19 29 3.2
20—24 110 12.2
25—29 231 25.7
30—34 260 28.9
35—39 163 18.1
40— 107 11.9
Total 900 100

Table 2. Educatlonal Level of Wives
Education Number Percent
No education 118 13.1
Primary school 616 68.4
Middle school 124 13.8
High school 42 4.7

Total 900 100

Table 8. Age at First Marrige
Age group Number Percent

15—19 — —

20—24 844 93.8

25-~29 54 6.0

30—34 2 0.2

35— — —

Total 900 100

6. ﬂﬂﬁﬁ@ﬁ@&

4EEEe] 17.9% 2 7b¢ ek 3EiEERe] 16.8%,
2% Ee] 16.2%, SENEEEC] 15.4%, 1EiEERe] 11.8
%, GIHEERC] 9.7%, TEK% 4.9%, 8HKE 3.8%,
OmlmEy 2.1%9 MAfzgl w 10EE E  MENE 1.4%4
E 4 g9+ (Table 7 21).
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Table 4. Age at First Delivery

Age group Number Percent
15~19 .
20—24 772 85.8
25—29 121 13.4
30--34 7 0.8
35—
Total 900 100
T‘able 5. Number of Living Children
Number of
living children Number Percent
1 160 17.8
2 175 19.4
3 202 22.4
4 173 19.3
5 115 12.8
6 49 5.4
7 15 1.7
8 or more 11 1.2
Total 900 100

Table 6. Death of Children Experienced

Number of

Number of

deaths respondents Percent
0 700 77.8
1 149 16.6
2 33 3.7
3 11 1.2
4 3 0.3
5 or more 0.4
Total 900 100

6390 24 71.1%% F=35t9 on KEe] =
L 2614024 28.9%3 % BERE 2614 HREH
1E85%eo] 16.3%, 2E#REe] 7.2%, 3L

AZ B

i

Table 7. Number of Pregnancy Experienced by

Respondents
No. of pregnency Frequency Percent
1 106 11.8
2 146 16.2
3 151 16.8
4 161 17.9
5 139 15. 4
6 87 9.7
7 44 4.9
8 34 3.8
9 19 2.1
10 or more . 13 1.4
Total 900 100

Table 8. Experience in Induced Abortion

Experience Number Percent
No. experience 639 71.1
Experienced 261 28.9

1 times 147 16. 3
2 times 65 7.2
3 times 32 3.6
4 times 12 1.3
5 times 3 0.3
6 times or more 2 . 0.2
Total 900 100

80l 3.6%, AEEEEC] 1.3%9] MHelglx SEILIE KRER
#E 0.5%+ £ F 330+ (Table 8§ 2H).
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el EiESE Y= BFREBERC 2 ER 15
e Hho JRERH MOl Hske rmivsk R e R
J‘z““a e FRERo] 9l MiAE 51.4%°) L]-HJZI

%= SFELA] £ ERTEEE e kel ¢
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Uebitel (Table 9 2R).
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Table 9. Experience in Prenatel Guidance at Last

Pregnancy
Experience Number Percent
No experience 437 48.6
Have experience 463 51.4
1 times 126 14.0
2 times 135 15.0
3 times 73 8.1
4 times or more 129 14.3
Total 900 100

Table 10. Place of Prenatal Care Before Last

Table 12. Delivery Sheet Used at Last Delivery

Delivery

Places Number Percent
No experience 436 48.4
Experienced 464 51.6

Hospital or Clinic 217 24.1

Midwife’s Office 49 5.4

Health Center 178 19.8

Herb Doctor 6 0.7

Others 14 1.6
Total 900 100

Table 11. Place of Last Delivery

Places Number Percent

Hospital or Clinic 78 8.7

Home 802 89.1

Midwife’s Office 20 2.2

Others — —

Total 900 100

9. BMNIRD FERT RRRIRER

B RS B 2EE -?: R At 9oM=
LB b #8g de ﬁéSﬁ 1 = HB# }51 6%2A

47344 (48.4%)-& w73l 23 E

46340) 3L ﬂrﬁ

Sheets Number Percent
Vinyl sheet 320 39.9
Cement bag paper 257 32.0
Used clothes 21 2.6
Straw . 2 0.3
Oil paper & news paper 19 2.3
Not used 31 3.9
Gauze and absorbent cotton 152 19.0

Total 802 100

Table 18. Attendant at Last Delivery

Attendants Number Percent
Doctor 87 10.8
Husband 93 11.6
Midwife & nurse 47 5.9
Mother in law 386 48.2
Neighbor 59 7.3
Relative © 50 6.2
No attendant 22 2.8
M. C.H. field workers 58 7.2

Total 802 100

B 2T e iREpe] gloich ol & LEEHIIE ES
el % Bkeol 24.1% = Eirol™ wh&& REMT 19.8
% WEFT 5.4%9 iz =2 vE}gici(Table 10 22M8).

10. &% QBB
B#E MERS 28 BHA BE SR A4 &
BEo] 89.1% 24 Hfrolx =H3-& # HElto] 8 7%&/‘1

KfrE Ashglon BIERE 2.2%< @St ol (Table
11 28).
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Table 14. Instrument or Materials Used to Cut
Umblical Cord

Instruments Number Percent
Scissors 720 89.8

Not Sterilized - 562 70.1

Sterilized 158 ) 19.7
Kuife 75 9.3
Sickle 2 0.3
Teeth — —
String 1 0.1
Others 4 0.5

Total 802 100

Table 15. Duration of Breast-feeding the Last-Born

Infant
Duration Number Percent
—6 mos. Too4 10. 4
6—12 mos, 191 21.2
12 mos. or more 615 68. 4
Total 900 100

2.6%, ‘M 9 FHEE 2.3%9 WALR HElste
Wy EME A 22 ERE 3.9%4 B 0 ddd
(Table 122M).
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Table 16. Method of Feeding the Last Infant

‘Method

Number Percent
Breast milk 588 6b.4
Breast milk-tartificial milk 61 6.8
Breast milk--cow milk 3 0.3
Preast milk+rice 218 24.2
Breast milk-+meal 24 2.7
Others 5 0.6
Total 900 100
Table 17. Registration of Birth
Classification Number Percent
Registered 821 91.2
Not rigisterd 79 8.8
Total 900 100

IO E FHE EEA 70.1%24 2 Kol %o
o wEE 7Y e 19.7%4 T#sgc. =
“B i) 9.3%. “wb* Hifo] 0.3%, “A”fiAe] 0.1
%2 A o)-% 4ol ok (Table 14 221).
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Table 18. Vaccination to Last-Born Infant

Vaccine Vaccination Times Number Percent
D.P.T. Vaccinated 1 times 55 6.1
2 times 55 6.1
3 times 398 44.2
Not vaccinated 392 43.6
Poliomyelit Vaccinated 1 times 73 8.1
2 times 196 21.8
3 times 178 19.8
Notvaccinated 453 50. 3
Small pox Vaccinated 714 79.3
Not vaccinated 186 20.7
B.C.G. Vaccinated 636 70.7
’ Not vaccinated 264 29.3
Measles Vaccinated 164 18.2
Not vaccinated 736 81.8

Table 19. Knowladge about Government M. C. H.

Activities
Knowiedge Number Perce;t
Knowing 784 87.1
Not knowing 116 12.9
Total 900 100
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