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A Microbiological Study of Sterilized Materials on Dressing Carts

Jung Ho Park, Young Ja Lee, Tae Hee Kim

Nursing Service Department of Seoul National University Hospital

Bacterial cultures of the transfer forceps,

nursing units of general surgery, internal medicine,

4" x4"" mesh gauzes and polluted air of
gynecology and pediatrics of

S.N.U.H. were carried on for 5 consecutive days (from 17th to 2Ist August, 1972) to

investigate the degree of contamination of such instruments which were used in

dressiag the patients.
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10.

The average hospitalized patients for each nursing unit were 24 persons.

. The frequency of dressing, and using forceps and gauzes in surgical nursing unit

were 25,316 and 66 times respectively. Actually the forceps were used most
frequently. There was no dressing in the nursing unit of internal medine.

Most of dressing were carried on from 11: 00 to 13 : 59 o’clock.

Averagely 121.5 persons passed throught each nursing unit. 549 visitors dropped in
the nursing unit of gynecology in maximun, and 219 visitors in the nursing of
internal medicine in minimun. The visitors rushed in from 11 : 00 to 13 : 59 o’clock
to he 142.5 persons for each nursing unit in average.

Colony counts after the bacterial cultures of the forceps and gauzes disclosed 1098. 44
and 704.51 per plate respectively.

The degree of contamination was paralled to the duration and frequency of dressings.
The degree of contanination of the instruments was severest in the nursingunit of
internal medicine, and least in the nursing unit of gynecology. On the matter of
gauze, the contamination was most extreme in the pediatric nursing unit.

There was no significant daily differences in terms of contamination throughout the
week.

It was disclosed that empty forceps jars were less contaminated than the jars with
solution of any kind.

Bacterial cultures of the polluted air in corridor showed 73,88 colony counts per

plate.




