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= Abstract=

Traumatic Diaphragmatic Hernia

——A Report of Two Cases—-

Young Tai Kim, * M.D.

Two cases of traumatic diaphragmatic hernia are reported, who were operated on in this depa-
riment during the last 12 months’ period.

The first case, a 34 year old male, fell from 6 meters’ height while he was working on electric
pole. He sustained rib fractures, left 8th, 9th and 10th rib, left diaphragmatic rupture and ileal
perforation. In the pleural cavity, there were stomach, omentum, left lobe of liver, transverse
colon and ileum, which were reduced into the peritoneal cavity, and the diaphragmatic aperture
was closed through anterolateral thoracotomy. After closure of the thoracic incision, median
abdominal incision was made and closed the ileal perforation by primary suture.

The second case was a 19 year old tyre repairman, who felt abrupt severe abdominal pain during
lifting a heavy tyre. A barium study revealed a marked displacement of the stomach into the left
pleural cavity. Immediately, thoracotomy was performed and closed the ruptured diaphragm after
reduction of the herniated stomach, omentum, transverse colon, spleen and small intestine.

The size of the diaphragmatic aperture were measured 17cm. in first case and 12cm. in the other

respectively. Both cases discharged after uneventful recovery.
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