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Delimitation an Internal Structure of the Central Area in Seoul.

Summary :

In recent years, the earliest developed part
of the Seoul metropolitan area, in which
occurred the tallest buildings and the greatest

crowding of pedestrians, has suffered increa™

singly from traffic congestion and undesirable
1and use.

This has followed upon the rapid growth
of the urban population, the leveling of in-
-comes and the ever growing use of private
automobiles. A More important reason is
ithat the central area of Seoul concentrates
all of the functions as the highest nodal point
of Korea.

But little work has been done on the
structural analysis of the Central Area in

Young Han Park

Seoul. The purpose of this paper is to analyze

the internal structure of the Central Area as
a central place. Attention is given to the re-
lationships between centrality and location of
business activities in the hierarchical organiza-
tion of the Central Area.

In order to measure the urban centrality,
it was selected that central functions which
have a strong tendency of being located in or
near the center of the city. This paper defined
centrality as the functional surpluses between
amounts of central functions and the popula-
tion of the sub-district. (Table 1)

Conclusions of this paper are as follows:

1) If the Central Area of Seoul is the con-
tiguous region characterized by the concent-
ration of higher central function and func-

tional surpluses of each sub-district, the



boundary of the Central Area is generally
delimited by the Inner Lcop in Seoul.

2) The Central Area in Seoul is the central
place of highest order with the very high
concentration of certain functions including
central offices, financial function, commercial
and trading, professional services, government
management functions, printing and publish-
ing, transport and communication services,
and income absorbing.

3) The distribution of centrality is stepped
rather than even, and breaks of slope have
been taken as cutting points to give three
grades designated A (hard core), B (middle
zone) and C (periphery zone) (See. Figures
3 and 4).

4). The arrangement of business activitles
in the distinctive spatial structure is shown
in Figure 4. The location of business activi-
ties is larlgely influenced the centrality (func-
tioning of activities) and historical accident.

5) Perhaps the Core Area of the City
Center of the future will be a Central Office
District, accompanied by only retailing of
the highest quality.

6) The City Center should be redeveloped
for an efficient use of the land. The direcion.
of redevelopment policy should group certain
functions according to the interrelationship of
central functions and develop sub-centers near
or out the Central Area for metropolitan
services.



