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Fig. 1 Cross-section through the center of a
tire showing (a) the shape of a gas bubble
before or after passing through the area of
contact with a driving wheel, and (b) the
compression deformation and elongation of
the bubble while passing through the contact
area under load.

Fig. 2 Photograph of the pattern found on
the inner surface of a large blister after re-
moval of the outer skin which showed an
identical pattern. The number of ridges sug-
gests that the mechanism for the formation
of the ridges occurs close to the time of the
failure of the tire.





