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Historical Study of Korean Architecture (1)

by Bong Jin Kang

Throughout all the long history of mankind
there have been three essential elements he has
tried to satisfy. These are the necessities of life,
they are clothes, food and shelter.

As mankind has developed his knowledge, he
has made a constant effort to improve his stan-
dard of living as to the three necessities of life.
Also and may be as a result of this, war and
struggle have been a part of mankinds history.
With war comes destruction, and this meant that
the shelters which were built with great effort
were many times destroyed. As peace returned,
the building and other equipment destroyed in
the war was rebuilt.

A very strong point in the history of building
is then this cycle of destruction and con % ruction
which has been repeated countless times since
the beginning of time.

Shelter, one of the three essential elements of
life means buildings. In the early history shelters
were used primarily for protection. Protection
from the natural elements and protection from
the enemy. There is also proof that these shelters
were designed for the human’s own safety.

In the primitive age, the first types of shelters
or buildings were the private house. There are
known for their use of natural materials and
geographic setting. They were i)laced in caves,
in trees or on the sea. They always tried to
take advantage of natural protection. Proportional
to the development of human culture, much
progress was made by ancient man in his deve-

lopment of architecture.
According to legend, Korean architecture ori-
ginated from the period of the legendary foun-

der and first king of Korea Tankwun, 4,300
years ago. At that time, Tankwun descended
from the mountain Taibaek and became king of
Korea. After setting up the capital at the moun-
tain Kwuel, he built a palace, this was the first
Korean architecture. But according to the docu-
mentary records, it originated from the period
of the Sam Han(Three Han) states in the south
of ancient Korea and Naklang in ancient north
Korea.

The Sam Han states were very primitive, and
the development of architecture was very slow.
However in the Nalklang states for a period of
about 400 years, they progressed very rapidly
when compared to the states of the south Sam
Han. The Naklang state was the principal Chi-
nese coloy in ancient Korea and was located
near what is now Pyengyang and known in Chi-
nese as Lo-lang. This early period is most infl-
uenced by Chinese culture and the native Korean
characteristics come at a later date.

The pure Korean architecture origins come
from the period of the Three Kingdoms(Sam-
Kwuk). An early Korean state Sinla, one of the
Three Kingdoms, ruled the southern half of
Korea for nearly 1,000 years from 57 B.C. Now
the site of this old Kingdom with various histo-
rical ruins scattered throughout the ancient area
constitutes a complete center of tourist attraction.
Especially Kyongju, the capital city of the Sinla
is famous for its structural beauty.

Many of the famous buildings and cultural
artifact have been destroyed. War and foreign
occupation of Korea have left Korea with very

few examples of her rich cultural heritage.
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