B Summary B

Approach to Modern Architecture

with revaluation of functionalism as its center

by. Yung Bai Im

Architecture is the art of building and must
posses commoditie, firmness, and delight; in
other words, buildings become architecture when
distinguished by adequate provision for their
intended use, by sound construction, and by a
disposition of their parts that will satisfy the
eye and through it, express in visual form the
nature of that particular building. Virtually all
architecture deals with the encloser of space for
human use. Almost always a building calls for
a number of areas different in size and shape
and adapted to varied purposes. These must be so
organized that they provide adequate accommo-
dation and convenient access from one to another.

In design, the principle is that the purpose
and structure of any object should be apparent,
and that it is aesthetically incorrect to attempt
to conceal them. It holds that suitability, effi-
ciency, usefulness, and economy should be the
prime aims in designing, and that decorative
appeal and surface ornament should be secon-
dary. Functionalism is the charcteristic which
most definitely indentifies contemporary architec-
ture and interior decoration.

Contemporary architecture is growing more
suited to its modern background. It is flexible
and capable of being fitted into a variety of
landscape, and it can be adapted to suit any
degree of elegance or simplicity and any style
of living. The modern architect uses a greater

variety of materials than ever before. A architect

creates odd angels and different floor levels, even
using steel beams as part of the ceiling decora-
tion; windows are made larger and placed for
view, light, and air.

For the modern house—with its increased con-
struction costs, lack of domestic help, and moun-
ting complications in living—it is essential that
every room be as functional and as flexible as
possible. A room is no longer of necessity a
square or oblong box; it may be divided by
sliding doors or curtains, or it may wander aro-
und a corner into a bay.

Interior decoration—flexible planning often re-
sults in irregularity in room shapes, lack of
symmetry in furniture grouping is a characteristic
of contemporary interiors; yet the room is orga-
nized so that it is neither restless nor incomplete.
Patterns are carefully planned to be in accord
in scale with the areas in which they appear,
and large plain areas are used for contrast.

Architecture must combine aesthetic values and
utility; if not, the only result will be frustration

and sterility.
To this end there is growing evidence of a

revival in the restrained use of ornament to rel-
ieve the depressing bare surfaces which have
predominated.

The newest contemporary designs, grounded
in functionalism, show more refinement of line,
more simplicity of form, and more freshness in

decorative ornament than before.
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