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THE ASIA-PACIFIC CONFERENCE ON
LIBRARIES AND NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT

RESOLUTION

The representatives and professional librarians from the freedom loving nations in the Asia
7 and Pacific area—Australia, the Republic of China, the Republic of Indonesia, Japan, the
Philippines, Singapore, Tailand, the United States of America, the Republic of Vietnam and
the Republic of Korea gathered at the Academy House, Seoul, Korea to discuss the them
“Libraries and National Development” from May 28 to 30, 1969.

At this conference, what libraries can contribute toward modernization and national develop-
% ment has been seriously considered. Reaffirming the important role of libraries in the process
of national development, it has been resolved.
~ That the government must recognize libraries as a national resource.

; That in order to determine the extent of existing resources, a National Commission on Lib-
3 rary Resources and Needs be established in each member country.

That all libraries from public, school and university libraries to scientific and technical lib-
raries and national libraries be recognized for the role they play in a national network of in-
formation systems contributing to the modernization of the nation.

That in a modern society the library is not just a repository of books but rather an agency
of communication, dissemination and stimulation of knowledge and ideas.

:  That the government must recognize the importance of printed materials to the effective
function of libraries and the indispensable relations between library services and the local
publishing industry.

That operation of libraries is as important as collections and facilities.

That professional education in the operation of libraries be provided at a level commensurate
with the high responsibility libraries must carry in our society, and that librarians be recognized
as professionals in the field of public education, on a status equal to other educators.

That the government must recognize these responsibilities and pass legislation to provide
adequate and continuing financial support as an important key to local and national development.

That the library systems of the area be integrated with the growing international network
of information provided by libraries, and that as a first step in this direction, the representatives
of the various national library associations be urged to explore the potential for regional co-
operation through a federation of library associations of the Asia and Pacific area.

That each delegation is urged to reflect these resolutions to their respective governments for
implementation.

We the delegates and participants express our sincere appreciation to the Ministry of Edu-
cation, Republic of Korea, the United States Information Service and the Korean Library

Association for hosting this significant conference.



