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A Geographic Educational Reform through the High School

Geography Project in the United States of America

Summary :

The High School Geography Project was started
in 1961 with cooperative efforts of geographers
and educators. The carly part of the project
was concentrated into scarching for the structure
of geography and ended with an Advisory Paper
in 1962. The second phase concentreated on the
teaching of geography and a report cntitled
Response Paper in 1963. The third phase, begun
in 1964, is the development of course content
and school trials. The HSGP has now entered
full classroom trials and expects to produce
commercial materials by the 1969 school year.

The present title of the course is called “Ge-
ogaphy in an Urban Age.” It is a conceptual-
oriented systematic course with an emphasis on

Chan Lee

learning by discovery. Unlike the traditenal
geography materials the course stresses basic
concepts or the structure of geography rather
than factual knowledge. It also put an emphasis
on location and spatial organization, while less
emphasis is given to the man-land and areal
studies approaches. So called physical geography
or earth science tradition is wholy eliminated.
It droped the traditional objectives of geography
education, eliminating the werld understarding
concept of social studies as the world coverage
of information in the subject matter courses
of the period before 1920. Although High
School Gecgraphy materials cacrifised many of
the traditions and former objectives of geography
education, it should be successful encugh to

give a structure of geography to the students.



