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Slash-burn Cultivatin in Korea

Summary.

In Korea, the farmers engaging in slash-burn
cultivation are distributed in most provinces.
The number of them has reached to almost
50, 000 households in South Korea by 1965.
This has been mainly resulted from the economic
and political instabilties in addition to the
stagnant administration for agriculture and
forestry continued for many generations,

According to a survey conducted before liber-
ation from Japanese rule, the number of the
households
amountzd to 240,000 (1928,
quarters were located in North Korea.

farming on slash-burn cultivation
and the three

In old days, many of those farmers were also

scattered in South Korea, but now most of

engaging
on the fixed farms due to the development of
transportation and to the break-down of self-
supporting food system. But in the mountainous

areas of the central part of Korea, we can find,

them are in normal agriculture

even now,pretty many peasants farming on

Dong Kyu Cho

slash-burn cultivation fields remaining still at
the stage of primitive tilling.

Moreover, they have been increasing in
several thousands annually in recent years.

The reasons can be analysed as follows :

1) Farmers had considered the government
or public-owned forest lands as ownerless, so
that they had cleared woods freely and culti-
vated them at random until the middle part
of the Yi Dynasty, Such a malpractice has
led to misuse of the government or public-
owned forest-lands,

2) Owing to the shortage of the farm land
necessary for increasing farm population, the
poor farmers enter mountain areas eluding
the surveillance of government authorities and
cultivate secretly,

3) On discovering that the highlands are
suitable for potatoes and maize, the poor farmers
of lowland enter mountain areas to cultivate

them,




4) No special punishments have forced to them
when they cultivated woods without permission
and that the poor farmers can secure farm land
for nothing,

Though there may be not a few other rea-
sons, but mainly on account of the above-
mentioned reasons, the number of these far-
mers is increasing annually,

By these part of
denuded

droughts, and shortage of

circumstances, a large

forest lands in Korea has been
and it caused floods,

water sources consequently.
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