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A Study of Agricultural Regions in South Korea

Summary .

The fixing of agricultural regionsin Korea has
been studied rather extensively by many scholars
in the past. As in any other branch of sciences,
however, it should be admitted that few of them
are considered satisfactory and are based upon
comprehensive statistics,

In order to shed a clearer light on the regional
difference of land surface and phenomena, peculia-
rity of each region and to promote the scientific
utilization of land in south Korea, it is imperative
to fix agricultural regions a new,

In this article, an attemptis made to set up
agricul tural regions based upon the statistics from
the Agricultural Census which was taken in 1960
for the first time in South Korea.

Part I deals with general problems related to the
selection of indices, standards and others, and the
indices used in fixing agricultural regions in South
Korea in particular; Part II (forthcoming)treats

statistical analysis of the Agricultural Census and

Chung Myun Lee

analysis, interpretation and problems of agricul-
tural regions which have been fixed based upon
this material,

Although the fixing of agricultural regions is
obstructedr greatly by the difficulty of collecting
materials and the complexity of methods applied
therein, studies in this field is largely influenced
by the Dr. D. Whittlesey’s selection of indices
and his despite the emergence of new aprroach
by P. George.

Physical factors are used alone or in equal as-
sociation with human factors as the indices for
fixing agricultrual regions but the relationship of
association between the two is obscure, Therefore,
functional factors have been injected in the study
of this field in recent years,

Careful consideration has been made of the
selection of indices for fixing agricultural regions
and the following indices are selected from a fun-

ctional standpoint of farm management:

INDICES

1. Land use and farm management,

1) Ratios of paddies against total cultivated acreage.

2) Superior crops.
3) Farming pattern,

2. Size of management,
1) Cultivated acreage per farm pepulation,
2) Cultivated acreage per farming household.

3) Farming acreage for total households,



4) Farming acreage for total population,

3. Extent of intensive management,

1
2)

3

4)
5)

6)

7)

8

9

10)

1

12)

13)

14)

15)

16)

17)

1) Input of fertilizers per Tanbo,

2) Labor Hours per Tanbo for Year,

3) Gross Proceeds per tambo for year,

4) Rates of double crops for paddeis,

5) Rates of double crops for fields.
4. Pattern of Land Ownership,

By these indices, regions have been classified into 3 farming belts and 17 agricultural regionS

as follows:

Symbols of Map

11R
12R

14R

21R
22R

32R

18B

28B

1CB

1CG

1CR

2CB

2CG

2CR

AGRICULTURAL REGION

Farming size
Intensity
Land ownership

High
High

High

Medium
Medium

Low

High

Medium

High

High

High

Medium

Medium

Medium

Low

Low

Region

Exclusive rice producing region.

Grain producing region in which rice production is
dominant,

Orchard region in which rice production is domin--
ant,

Exclusive rice producing region,

Grain producing region in which rice production is-
dominant,

Grain producing region in which rice production is.
dominant,

Mixed region with paddies and dry farm (in which
barley production is dominant),

Mixed region with paddies and dry farm (in which
barley production is dominant),

Mixed farming region (in which barley production
is dominant).

Mixed farming region (in which miscellaneous crop
production is domirant),

Mixed farming region (in which rice production is
dominant),

Mixed farming region (in which barley production
is dominant

Mixed farming region (in which miscellaneous crop
production is dominant),

Mixed farming region (in which rice production is.
domint),

Mixed farming region (in which miscellaneous crop
production is dominant),

Mixed farming region (in which naked karley pro-
duction is deminant),

Horticultural regicn (suburban area).
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