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Management of plant genetic resources at RDA in line with Nagoya Protocol
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Abstract

“Plant genetic resources for food and agriculture” means any genetic material of plant origin of actual or

potential value for food and agriculture. “Genetic material” means any material of plant origin, including

reproductive and vegetative propagating material, containing functional units of heredity. (Internal Treaty on

Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture, ITPGRFA). The “Nagoya Protocol on Access to Genetic

Resources and the Fair and Equitable Sharing of Benefits Arising from their Utilization (ABS) to the

Convention on Biological Diversity (shortly Nagoya Protocol)” is a supplementary agreement to the

Convention on Biological Diversity. It provides a transparent legal framework for the effective

implementation of one of the three objectives of the CBD: the fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising

out of the utilization of genetic resources. The Nagoya Protocol on ABS was adopted on 29 October 2010 in

Nagoya, Japan and entered into force on 12 October 2014, 90 days after the deposit of the fiftieth instrument

of ratification. Its objective is the fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising from the utilization of genetic

resources, thereby contributing to the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity. The Nagoya Protocol

will create greater legal certainty and transparency for both providers and users of genetic resources by; ⓐ

Establishing more predictable conditions for access to genetic resources and ⓑ Helping to ensure

benefit-sharing when genetic resources leave the country providing the genetic resources. By helping to

ensure benefit-sharing, the Nagoya Protocol creates incentives to conserve and sustainably use genetic

resources, and therefore enhances the contribution of biodiversity to development and human well-being.

The Nagoya Protocol’s success will require effective implementation at the domestic level. A range of tools

and mechanisms provided by the Nagoya Protocol will assist contracting Parties including; ⓐ Establishing

national focal points (NFPs) and competent national authorities (CNAs) to serve as contact points for

information, grant access or cooperate on issues of compliance, ⓑ An Access and Benefit-sharing

Clearing-House to share information, such as domestic regulatory ABS requirements or information on

NFPs and CNAs, ⓒ Capacity-building to support key aspects of implementation. Based on a country’s

self-assessment of national needs and priorities, this can include capacity to develop domestic ABS

legislation to implement the Nagoya Protocol, to negotiate MAT and to develop in-country research

capability and institutions, ⓓ Awareness-raising, ⓔ Technology Transfer, ⓕ Targeted financial support

for capacity-building and development initiatives through the Nagoya Protocol’s financial mechanism, the

Global Environment Facility (GEF) (Nagoya Protocol). The Rural Development Administration (RDA)

leading to conduct management agricultural genetic resources following the ‘ACT ON THE

PRESERVATION, MANAGEMENT AND USE OF AGRO-FISHERY BIO-RESOURCES’ established on

2007. According to 2
nd

clause of Article 14 (Designation, Operation, etc. of Agencies Responsible for

Agro-Fishery Bioresources) of the act, the duties endowed are, ⓐ Matters concerning securing,
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preservation, management, and use of agro-fishery bioresources; ⓑ Establishment of an integrated

information system for agro-fishery bioresources; ⓒ Matters concerning medium and long-term

preservation of, and research on, agro-fishery bioresources; ⓓ Matters concerning international

cooperation for agro-fishery bioresources and other relevant matters. As the result the RDA manage about

246,000 accessions of plant genetic resources under the national management system at the end of 2016.
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