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A Qualitative Study on Social Relationship among Social Media Users
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Abstract Web technology has allowed the rise of services such as blogs or YouTube
that make possible the sharing of opinions, perspectives, and experiences with
other users through contents, Online services that promote such sharing of
information and communication are known as social media, Recently, the explosive
growth of these services displays the carry—over of the natural sociality that all
humans possess as social creatures, This study took an exploratory approach in
investigating what influential relationships are involved in forming new
relationships through sharing and participation, as sharing and participation are
core keywords of social media, In order to do this, relationship formations were
observed in actual usage environments with the use of the diary study method and
in—depth interviews, This study sought to deduce necessary elements in
relationship formations and examine the influences of weak ties on participation

and sharing,
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