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How Do People Experience Changes and Growths of the Self in On-line Game World?
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Abstract This research was conducted in an attempt to understand changes and growths of the self
in on-line game world, Q methodology was used to investigate players in Mabinogi, which is an
on—line game(MMORPG), Based on 57 behavior statements, Players distributed their changing
experiences from when they were novices in on—line game world to the current state, In early
start phase, they recognized that on—line game world was different from the reality, And they
perceived their experiences in on—line game as separated from the real ones, However, as they
spend more time in on—line game world, they began to realized that on—line game world is as real
as the world because they function as an individual living in a society in both the game and the
real world, They felt and learned that in on—line game life, they also need to follow the rules and
order, In addition, trust and politeness were essential in order to live with other players, As time
passed, the players realized that on—line game experiences have the same meanings and values as
the real life ones, 3 types of self—changing patterns were found : Achievement change, Control
change, and Relation change, The behavior patterns of the 3 types were then compared to identify
similarities and differences amongst them in psychological meanings and values in the on—line game
life, This result illustrates that on—line game world can be defined as new behavioral setting or
developmental context established by digital technology. In this new setting, people can experiment
and understand their behavior patterns and also experience changes and growths of the self,
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