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A Study on the Interactive Visualization of Social Networks Using Closeness In
Online Community
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Abstract As online community was revitalized, the internet became the second space for
people's everyday life, People enter into a connection with other on—line members and they
maintain and extend their relationships, Such relationships can be analyzed and visualized
with social network analysis, The method oftentimes envisions the structural elements of
complex social life, The study aims at visualizing the relationships among the Cyworld users
and designs an application "Blow Blow Your Pinwheel’, the main purpose of this application is
visualizing social relationships between ego and 'lchons' which is a concept of friendship in
Cyworld, Designing such an application, the study focuses on closeness of relationships which
we think is composed of 1)proximity 2)similarity, 3)familiarity, and 4)reciprocity. The study
used these concepts in measuring the strength of relationship between ego and other
lchons(friends). Specifically, we devised survey questionnaires which asked users to evaluate
the improtance of the above factors of closeness, and implemented the result in calculating the
strength of the relationship between ego and other by giving weights for each factor, These
measurements then were applied in visualizing the relationships in the application, we
designed, Through the application, we can compare on-—line relationships with off—line
relationships and attempt for the new approach of Social Networks,
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