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Watermarking Fingerprinting
Changes to Watermark must be inserted None
Content
Process Insert watermark in every file on | Compute fingerprint once for
server and/or consumer device; | each content item and deposit in
detect later vendor's master database; re-
compute later for lookup
Identification 100% accurate by definition Less than completely accurate
Accuracy
Data Flexibility | Can store any data, up to | Cannot store any information
capacity limitations; files with | identical content files compute
identical content can have | identical fingerprints
different watermarks
Costs of Spread fairly evenly throughout | Primarily fall on network service
Implementation | the value chain providers
Device Support | Insertion and detection possible | Computation can only currently
on some consumer devices as | be done on servers
well as on servers

 Table 1: Key differences between fingerprints and watermarks.
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