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Epidemiology and Classifications of Head and Neck
Soft Tissue Sarcoma
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Table 1. Age distribution of soft tissue sarcoma
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Under 10 years

Between 11 and 40 years

Over 40 years

Rhabdomyosarcoma
Neuroblastoma
Fibrosarcoma

Synovial sarcoma
Epithelioid sarcoma
Clear-cell sarcoma

Malignant fibrous histiocytoma
All other types

Nerve sheath sarcoma

Mesenchymal chondrosarcoma

Extraskeletal Ewing's sarcoma

Alveolar soft-part sarcoma
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Table 2. Head and neck sarcomas at the University of Texas M.D. Anderson Cancer Center (1970-1999)

Site origin
No % scalp Sinongsol Tro<':t Ear ' Upper . parofid
& face anterior/medial Lateral/posterior  Aerodigestive & neck
skull base Skull base Tract

Bony

Osteosarcoma 117 14.6 0 63 0 54 0
Cartilagenous

Chondrosarcoma 51 6.4 1 35 0 15 0
Fibrous

Malignant fibrous histiocytoma 90 11.2 30 21 3 11 25

Fibrosarcoma 38 4.7 11 13 0 7

Dermatofibrosarcoma 42 5.2 34 0 1
Muscular

Rhabdomyosarcoma protuberans 88 11.0 1 51 3 15

Leiomyosarcoma 19 2.4 3 6
Vascular

Angiosarcoma 90 1.2 77 1 1

Hemangiopericytoma 15 1.9 6 0 2 4
Neurogenic

Neurogenic sarcoma 50 6.2 18 5 0 1 26
Fatty

Liposarcoma 19 2.4 6 1 0 3 9
Histogenesis unclear

Synovial sarcoma 29 3.6 9 1 0 4 15

Ewing sarcoma 7 0.9 4 0 0 3

Alveolar soft part sarcoma 6 0.7 1 3 0 1 1
Unclassified

Head & neck sarcoma 141 17.6 41 39 1 25 35

Totals 802 100 252 245 9 143 153
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