ok

nl
ARG hotd G5

The comparison of cardinal vowels between Koreans and native
English speakers
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Abstract

The Purpose of the study is to give
Korean-English leaners better knowledge on vowel
sounds in their learning English. The traditional
deScn'ption of the cardinal vowel system developed
by Daniel Johns in 1917 is not enough to provide
English learners with clear ideas in producing
native like vowel sounds. For the reason, three
Korean—native subjects, one male, one female and
one child are chosen to produce 7 cardinal vowels
and compare English and
American speaker’'s vowel sounds. The difference of
produced vowels sounds is quantified and visualized
by employing Sona-match program.

The results have been fairly remarkable. Firstly,
Korean—-English

them with native

sounds are
articulated differently from their intention of vowel
Secondly, the positions of
Koreans are placed slightly more down and forward

learner’'s  vowel

production. tongue
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to the lips than those of English and Americans.
However, the front vowel /i/ sound is quite close to
English and Americans. Lastly the mid-vowel /a/
sound is not produced in any articulations of
Korean—native speakers. It 1s thought that the mid
vowel, /a/ is a type of a weak sound regarded as
'schwa’ which needs a great deal of exposure to
a physical skill of

the language to acquire

articulation.
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=¥ &4 A Al ghof
I (high) - A (front) - |feel tree
@/ |"1 9% (unrounded) - 71 {cheese weed
) 22 (tense vowel) sea read seed
A Z W (mid) - A (front) - Inet set bet
@/¢/ 18] Q < (unrounded) - o] ¢+ g}g;t%egvggstk
2 2(lax vowel) many men
A & (low) - A (back) - |god car far
®/a/ |8 Q@ <= (unrounded) + 71 A& ggg gg&logglm
5 & (tense vowel) clod
Z @ (mid) - ¥4 (back) - awe all before
@/>/ |¢ = (rounded) + 71 %‘E%igg (133211111 ggggd
3 (tense vowel) raw
2= (id) « BX . lgo boat road
%) % @ (mid) + ¥4 (back) Erow SO
®/o/ |¥ = (rounded) - 1% & & |tomato
(tense vowel) window potato
plano low
2 %(high) - A (back) -|chew do shoe
o] 2= ) o |too prove blue
@/U/ 'd'ﬂ."(I'OUIlded) Z.]_RC}‘E- =] fOOd IOSG WhO
(tense vowel) moon
Z(mid) - &4 (central)| about along
=2 ago famous
@/a/ |+ ¥ ¥ £ (unrounded) * ©]{commit
¢ oo ) condition
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