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ducts > Flazh

f Macromedia Flash MX

Product Overview

From www macromedia.com

Problem hierarchical structure

Use when  Sites with a lart ture, typically more than 3 levels deep.
shops, catalags, portals, corporate
sites etc. The site has got a main navigation scheme that allows users to traverse the
hierarchy. Users may want to jump several steps back instead of following the
hierarchy. Users may be unfariiiar with the hierarchical structure of the infarmation
Users may need to know where they can go. users need to know how they arrived at
their current location,

Solution Show the path from the top level to the current page.

Home > NextLevel > NextLevel > Current page

The path shows the ocation ofthe curent page i the total Information structure.
the hierarchy is and f that level. The

page i morked i avdor 1o gvs e wsere fondba sbost whers they are now. Dot

use the current page narme in the breadcrumb a5 the only way to show section title,

2dd a title anyway.

The path shaws that 3 top-down path is traversed by using appropriate separators
such as > or \ that suggest a downward motion. If the path becomes too long to fit in
the designated p\al:e Some of the steps can be replaced by an elipsis e.g. "...". The
path is placed in a separate "bar" that preferably spans the entire width of the content
Srea. 1115 placed ciose to he contant ares, preferatly abovs th cantant ares But
below the page header.

Why The bread crumbs show the users where they are and how the informatt
Structurad, Bocause users a6 the way ihe Hrarchy Is structured they can learm it
more easily. By making each label a link, the users can quickly browse up the hierarchy.
They take up minimal space on the page and leave most of the space for the real
cantent

More Examples

DESKTOP SYSTEMS

>Sun B\ads |UEU UltraSPARC Workstations

>Ulra 5 Workstation
his example is taken from Sun's web site and shows the use of bread crumbs in
product pages. The path from the top level is visible and the users can go to any of
the other higher level product categories

World > Asia > North-East Asia > Jausn > Tokyo > Akihabara

ey
» Shopping
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