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1. Introduction
In Korean, the word(or morpheme), kes, is used in sentences with diverse functions

(A) Expressions and clauses with kes in Korean

(1) Noun or Pronoun: °l7*°] F2 F9 7tR el

(2) Noun: Bo] ¥+ A2 Atgelry.  (Lim 1998 543)

(3) Pseudo-Cleft: W7} 2& A& thd A& 1990d 71 S &AM AT

(4) IRHC: E°l7} AFE7F 28d RS 1k (cf. Jhang 1994)

(5) Kes—Cleft: =t]¢] Fo|7} So}2 Aot/ U7l 4& AX? 18 AoR?

(6) Comparatives: E°|7} «ol7t 717F & R 2ot 7|17} (6]) 2. (Jhang 1994: 147)
(7) Complement of factive verbs: £0]& o7 £2 AL ¢ 3t

(8) Complement to perception verbs: & o}o]Eo] FHoj7les AL ®IY.

(9) Complement to other verbs: 252 H]7} & R 2t} (cf. Yoon 1990)

(10) Aux(?): 252 H]7} & Aol

(B) Grammaticalization (Ransom 1988: 365)

Stage A Stage B Stage C
(1) and (2) (3) ~ (6) (1) ~ 9
Full Lexical Meaning | Partially Reduced Lexical Reduced Lexical
and Form Meaning and Form Meaning and Form
A Full Noun An Expletive Noun A complementizer

- 225 -



Questions: (i) What are the kes’ in (4) and (5)? What syntactic category do
they represent?
(ii) What are the structures of the construction with the kes'?
Proposals: (i) The kes’ in (4) and (5) are an expletive noun
(i) 4) Ine [P OP [ HAFEHZ 23] 1 A ]
(5) =] &7} B2 Ao

TP
/A
vP T
R/ \
vP T
I l
t Past

2. Internally Headed Relative Clauses in Korean

(A) Relative Clauses in Korean

)

(1) So)7} 24d AFEHE 1A
(12) E°l7} AFE7 18D A& 1A
(13) Inp [cp Opi [ 66 2] ] 7 5FE]]

(14) the [xe computerlcp Op;i [cthat] [ t was out of order]]]

Q 1: What is the structure of an IHRC in Korean?
A 1. a. The kes is a pronominal(pronoun).
b. The kes is not a pronominal; it is a complementizer(cf. Jhang 1994).
(B) Kes as a complementizer

(a) Non-substitutability

(15) Eol7} Ado] WA Yoe AMAAR/+EE FAT
(16) Eol7} a7 233 AHAELAE 231G
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(b) Condition C violation of the Binding Principle (cf. S. Lee 1983)

(17 DZE A7l/-9 JZe dojHd] s,
(18) «[ W7} s8¢ B&E o] A7)/3,
(19) Eol7} [(AFEZF 23 d]l A& 23w

(c¢) Kes in certain EHRCs in Korean.

(20) proi [proi 1A t H2] A A& o] H? (K. Lee 1991: 50)

Proposition 1: The kes in (13) is a complementizer and we have the following
structure(Jhang 1994: 38).

@D b [¢ (AFE7E 2732 ] lcom R a null head ]

Problem 1. a. The above phenomena do not serve as evidence for the kes being a
complementizer; it only provides evdience for the kes being not a
pronoun.

b. There is no overt head noun with its modifier present.

3. An Expletive in Korean

(A) Expletives in English

(22) a. [ EXPL/a man [T [ be a man/t in the room]]]
b. there is a man in the room
¢. A man is in the room

Q 2: How is the expletives generated ?
A 2. a. When Agree can be achieved without movement(internal merge), they
merge into the Spec of TP(=S).(cf. Chomsky 1995, 2000)
b. It is generated within the NP(DP) and moves into the Spec of TP.
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(23) TP

the room
(24) a. [ EXPL [T [be obvious [that the world is round]]]]
b. It is obvious that the world is round.
c. That the world is round is obvious (cf. Stroik 1996, Yoon 2001, Kim 2001)

Q 3: Why does it occur?
A 3. To meet such morphological requirement as EPP (cf Chomsky 1995)

(B) Morphological requirement

(25=21) [we [s' AFE7F 28 ] [oomp R]] Null head ]

Q 4: Does Korean allow a noun phrase without a head ?
A 4. Probably not

(26) a. The not so poor there were fat and bald.

b. Talk of the absent, and he’ll come. (Park 1981: 198)
@7 a. U3t (+A1F) £ JAE AE AHE) 72 A

b. & (x%) 9 Y= (%) o
(28)a. F7F WY Qo vz 7op?

b. A7k [ pro/(A717h) 7HAc ] st b 8
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Proposition 2: Head noun should be morphologically realized with its modifier (or

specifier) present in Korean.
(29) Head should be morphologically realized with its modifier or specifier present.
(C) Kes as an expletive noun

(a) Kes as a noun

(30) 71417 G A o7b 2
(31) 71A17F [AGH A oot 2
(32)a. BoI7} [FFAE 259] A

b. AZo| [HEE/FTE 3
(33) a. *Eol& [oIFAE AT
A

b. *&olE [obF = 3o veE] Ae E‘}m
(34) a. *=°l= [&ol7t We TETE ALS] HAH
b. Eole [&ol7t W& wEYE AL] &ttt (cf. M. Kim 2004)

(b) Kes as an expletive

(35) a. [That the president will be reelected] and [that he will be impeached]
are/*is equally likely at this point.
b. It/*They seems/*seem equally likely [that the president will be
reelected] and [that he will be impeached]. (McClosky 1991: 564-565)
(36) a. E°l7}F [[AH(ZH) Al WH7F 273 \)_r] RAl=8)& EF 1349
b. Eo|7t [[ ote]Eol HelA ] Al=E)E (E5F) 3o
(37) *a. 2 [(F57t XR%’C'?}%EHC’H Wate] ofok7] sttt
b. 8& [AF7F A4 Al distd o]elr]e At} (Han 1987 58-66)
(38) Parameters to resolve the Case resistance problem (Han 1987: 68)
I) Avoid the resistance by moving: English
ii) Assume the assigned Case by inserting a dummy N: Korean
(39) The Case Resistance Principle (Stowell 1981: 146)
Case may not be assigned to a category bearing a Case assigning

feature.
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(D) Review of Jhang’s Argument

(a) Non-substitutability

(40=15)F 0|7} &do] el veE R/AMR/xES Z%d
(41=16) &°l7} 27t 14 d A/+EQE 13

(b) Condition C violation of the Binding Principle(cf. S. Lee 1983)

(42=17) A7 A71/2-9] B 2&& dojw 7] sy,

(43=18) *[ W7} A9 HE-& dolw ] )/,

(44=19) E°17} [[(HFE7F 238d]] A& 239

(45) a. [that John is guilty]; bothered the man who knew it;.
b. * it; bothered [ the man who knew [that John was guilty]i}(Safir 1985:66)
c. it bothered the man that John was guilty

(c) Kes in certain EHRCs in Korean.

(46) proi [proi 1Al t; g1 A AF oy Ho)?
(47) *[pro; o1 A Td] A AA} FFof

Proposition 3: Kes is an expletive noun

4. A Proposal
(A) Structure of IHRCs!l

(48) [np [cp Null OP [ AFE/L 23d 1] A]
(49) a. Work Station 1: E9|7} HFEE 31X +Past+Decl

Work Station 2: AFE 7 23 }+Past+Decl
b. Merge: Eo|7} [AFE7F A} +Past+Decl 1 AFEHE 13}
c. Option 1: o7} [(HAFE/} 2/ 1 A& 123G

1) Corresponding THRCs and EHRCs in Korean may not have the same meaning as shown in the
following examples in Shin(1996: 95):
() 70187 B AL Yoirt 9 HE Ao
(i) 27t W& RAE B HE Yoo
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d. Option 2: Eol7} [ 1 ] AFEHE LA
(50) NP

/ \
CP N
/ \ |
OoP C' #HFH
/ \
TP C
/ \ I
AFH T =
/ 0\
vP T
/—\ l
g t

6D ve [Eo7t Fad1x] 3434
(62) [([Zo17t &Adl=] A7 ve <o

Q 5! Is any overt movement involved in IHRCs in Korean?
A 5! Probably not

(63) *71Ab7E ([ t Al W7} Z3d] 2HE =F 2AY
(64) ZIAZH L & Al dizb 23d] Ale =% 23

5. Kes—-Cleft in Korean
(A) Structure
(55=5) [[=t]o] &ol7} &oF2] Aleltt

Q 6: What is the structure of (54) in which kes-cleft is involved?
A 6: Movement is involved in (54)

Proposition 4: vP(or v*P) is topicalized in (49) and an expletive kes merges
into vp to make it a valid subject.
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(56) Cp

/ \
NP C’

/N / \
vP N TP C
/ \ l/ \ I

AdvP P A T o

| /—\ / \
T=fo] Eol7} B2 P T
I i

t o]

(B) Evidence

(a) Topic marker
(57) [[WH7F 9 dlojste] AJ&/?7?0] ofnk
(b) No wh-phrase in the construction

(58) a. T}
b. *T 7 oF

(59) 7} & Aof?

(60) a. &, A7t ol (F7/H=5EAdgEAh
b. *&AF7t ko (F7F=9] &AH

(c) Island Effect

(61) a. *o]do] [[$-27F A& wd] Aloltt (Jhang 1994 114)
b. o]%o] [[$-87F A& whd] R]ojg

(d) Correspondence

(62) Q: Y() U7 4L Aok? 1’/ Aok?/??/#28?
Al: &, 2@ A} A2 27/#%, 28
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6. Consequences and Summary

(A) Expletives in Korean

(63=4) IRHC: E°l7} HAFE7/F 233 AL 13 (cf. Jhang 1994)
(64=5) Kes-Cleft: =tjo] Eo|7} Eol2 Aot}

(B) MOM(Merge over Movement)

(65) Acquisition of Relative Clauses in Korean
(cf. K. Lee 1991, Y. Kim 1987, Murasugi, Keiko and Tomoko Hashimoto. 2004.)

First Stage Intermediate Stage Final Stage

= ——
Ié;eCSRelat’ves INCAUCINE 1 HRC (kes + lexical head) [EHRCs(LHRCs):

(66) a. [Holx BF sl= Al Aok Ak (Lee 1991: 165)
b. ("% = A Folx] ARk A
c. (g3t Folx] AlFE A

(B) Summary

(i) The word kes has underwent grammaticalization and is divided into
several different grammatical categories.

(ii) Korean has an expletive in IHRCs and kes-cleft constructions.

(iii) The expletive kes merges into the structure due to morphological
requirement.
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