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lio2s] The Astronomical Thermal Emission Camera (AzTEC)
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AzTEC is a large—format bolometer array camera, composed of 144 silicon nitride
micromesh bolometers fabricated on a single wafer of silicon, is nearly identical to

that used in the BOLOCAM instrument. The array can be configured to operate at

1.1 and 2.1 mm, although only one bandpass will be available per observing run.

In its 1.1 mm configuration, AzTEC is sensitive to the emission from a wide range

of astronomical sources over all spatial scales and epochs. In particular, AzTEC is
sensitive to the thermal emission of cool dust and the spectral distortion of the

Cosmic Microwave Background due to the Sunyaev-Zel'dovich effect. AzZTEC has

been commissioned on the JCMT during the JCMT's semester 05A run in June 2005
and semester 05B run in October 2005 ~ January 2006. AzTEC will transition from

the JCMT to the Large Millimeter Telescope (LMT) in 2008. At present, 30-m dish

of the LMT has been completed.
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