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A Study on the Life Cycle for Launch Vehicle in NASA
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ABSTRACT

A Launch vehicle which consists of many sub-systems is one sophisticated huge system. A lot
of experience and system integration technique are needed for the launch vehicle to accomplish a
mission successfully. The characteristics and complexity in the development of the launch vehicle
depend on the size of that. However the systematic work flow is similar to each other.

This paper introduces a standardized development process which is based on the whole program
life cycles and experiences of NASA on the development of the launch vehicle. The development

process can be categorized into 10 phases through the life cycle of the launch vehicle.
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Fig 1 Integrated Life Cycle of the Launch Vehicle
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