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A Study on the Effects of the Phenomenological Light in the Religious Space
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224" | Kim, Moon-Duck

Abstract

From the ancient to contemporary architecture, the light has been an important theme determining the characteristics of
interior space. Especially in the religious space, the light was manipulated to express the worship for a god more than a
physical element of the nature. It implied that human’s space perception through the light was considered prior to the space
itself. The perceptual experience in space was primarily elicited by the light with other factors, such as water, texture, and
sound which temporarily renewed and updated the information of space.

In this study, we critically analyzed the effects of the light which enhanced human’s perceptual experience in the religious
space in the view of Merleau Ponty’s phenomenological philosophy. We suggested that the light was one of the most effective
factors to express the characteristics of the religious space with respect to the Phenomenological Light which contributed to the
continuity of time, expansion and direction of space, immaterialzation, and perceptual illusion.
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